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EXERCISE HARDY. 


BY THE REV. SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 


HERE is an old story of a megic mirror across 

whose surface passed the faces and forms which filled 
one’s thought. Sitting here to-night before my desk, I 
have placed my magic mirror in position, and am wait- 
ing for somebody to describe to you. 

Ab, here he is!—Exercise Hardy, of the Rescue Mis- 
sion School, “ Exercise” isn’t his first name, but I call 
him so because his friends have given it to him. 

Ihave known him ten years, and he has always been 
the same. Six feet high and strong in proportion— 
chock-full of animal spirit—a prime hand at a pic-nic 
and a primer hand at a prayer-meeting—he is just one of 
my sort, is Exercise Hardy! If there is a forlorn-hope 
called for to dash into a degraded district, or to save 
men, “ plucking them out of the fire,” you will always 
discover Hardy returning with his “brand.” If the 
boys in the m‘seion perform war-dances over the benches 
and the mild-eyed superintendent looks on in horror, 
then shall you behold Exercise Hardy airing his big 
muscles and his jo'ly gocd-natured voice, Like that 
Rocky Mountain hero in Mark Twain’s book, “If things 
needed regulating he just waltzed in and regulated ’em 
himself.” He has never been particular in his language. 
I believe he once told an uproarious scholar to “cheese 
it,” and not interrupt him in the story of Absalom. He 
was probably relating the story in similar every-day 
phrases at the time. 

Once there was no chorister at the Rescue Mission. I 
4m not informed why there was no chorister—but as a 
matter of fact there wasn’t any. Hardy flung himself, 
like Quintus Curtius, into the gulf with all his clothes 
on, He had never been known to sing—much less to 
lead singing—ere this direful «emefgency occurred. But 
he grappled the duty of the hour and came forth tri- 
‘Umphant, And in order to avoid a repetition of the 
Catastrophe, he put himself in training and now warbles 
‘you “an’it were any nightingale.” In sober, plain 

a he now conducts the music of the Rescue Mis- 


_ I don’t think he has changed at all since I first knew 
him, When I met him the other day he had a new 
Singing-book in one pocket, a lot of reward-cards in 
nother, a set of base-ball rules in a third, his “party 
in a fourth, and the recording angel alone knows 

What else in the rest. 
Gant? All the “cant” he knows about is in football. 
despises it thoroughly in consequence of his genuine 
Christian vitality. He would kick it to the 

r goal if he could. 

lands in front of you—hands in the pockets of a 
it, shaggy, wild-animal sort of an overcoat—hat on 
id of his head in a careless way—and makes you 
if a big, warm, cheerful atmosphere of earnest- 








ness had just taken you in. Has had a class of boys for 
seven years right there in Rescue Mission—sticks to them 
and steers them straight for the kingdom of heaven in 
dead earnest, Sundays and week days. Has a grip to 
his hand and a grip to his heart that never letaup. Told 
me about his pastor: “ Does you real good to get a square 
wrastle with him over the lesson Saturday nights. Makes 
you feel as if you learned something.” 

Everybody knows Exercise Hardy. Not many more 
robust natures than his—readier to all charity, quicker 
to forgive. He makes horrible mistakes now and then, 
I cannot doubt—does a great deal by sheer force instead 
of diplomacy—but goes to his mark like a bullet from a 
needle-gun. You never found him sparing himself or 
underrating another person because of some pitiful vanity 
of hisown. Rain or shine, wet or dry, there he is at his 
post, If the heavens fell on Sunday afternoon at three 
o’clock, meridian time, they would drop in fragments on 
Exercise Hardy, singing-book in hand, and probably 
leading off in a stanza of “ Hold the Fort!” 

It is not a bad indication of his feelings when he re- 
marks to me that THz SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs is meat, 
drink, washing, and lodging to him. I told him I would 
put him into it, and you see I have done so. 

Characteristically strong, helpful, earnest, generous, he 
is one of those teachers whom [, am proud to call my 
friend. I don’t believe his worst enemy can charge him 
with a mean act, By and by his ruggedness will smooth 
and settle into a stalwart, enduring fi-mness which will 
be immensely fine. He borrowed a word from me (in 
these columns) and styled himself once an “‘ unmitigated 
result.” I certainly think he is one—“not slothful in 
business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord!” 

* Chicago, Jil, 





CLOSE OF THE HIPPODROME MERTINGS. 
BY THE REV. L. M, DORMAN, 
T last the services at the Hippodrome are ended, 
and with universal regret. New York has never 
seen the like before, and could ill afford to have the 
meetings close when multitudes were pressing into the 
kingdom of God. The tide has been rising higher and 
higher until at last it reached the topmost height of 
enthusiasm. The last few nights especially the rush 
was tremendous, When the doors were opened it was 
like the swarming of a hive of bees, only it was an im- 
mense swarm striving to get into the hive and not out of 
it. The rushing crowd fairly filled the Hippodrome 
with dust, so truly did they illustrate the doctrine that 
“the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the 
violent take it by force.” 

As to the evangelists, they have handled themselves 
with consummate wisdom, and have conquered the 
prejudices of everybody the more the public has come 
to know them. How two men so much talked about 
and applauded could conduct themselves more modestly 
it is hard to see, and their single thought seems to have 
been to give God the glory. It seems certain that God 
has been glorified in them in a great company of con- 
verts, which well-nigh filled the Hippodrome, Mr. 
Mo ody’s parting discourse to them on that little word 
“ able,” as “ God is able to make you stand,” was full of 
power and pathos, and did not signify the slightest need 


of falling from grace. It was wonderfully bracing and | ing 


tonic in effect, and will long be remembered by that 
gathered host of young disciples who are now to fight 
under Christ’s banner against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. 

As to Mr. Moody there is no getting away from him. 
He is certainly a fisher of men if there ever was one, 
and is but too eager to let down the net where he can 
catch a great multitude of fishes, Anybody can under- 
stand that who has seen him jamp down from the plat- 
form, and go for the inquiry-room. We have seen him 
make a plunge through the crowd as though the delay 
of a moment would involve the loss of some soul. He 





is the moet tremendously earnest, and at the same time 
the most unconsciously earnest, man whom we have ever 
seen, His preaching has been from first to last “ in de- 
monstration of the Spirit and of power.” In ‘his 
preaching night after night for more than ten weeks he 
has given the best proof that so far as religion is con- 
cerned he is a man of great resources. And withal he 
is a man whom educated people love to hear as well as 
the multitude. In spite of mispronunciations, grammar, 
and everything else, it is certainly true that the most 
learned and cultivated people of New York have lis- 
tened to him with as much interest and delight as the 
populace. And so far as we know the more they heard 
him, the more they liked him. Besides this, Mr. Moody 
is a great captain as well as a powerful preacher. He 
has handled his forces with consummate skill, never 
making a mistake, so far as we know, and doing every- 
thing so well that it seems to have been impossible to do 
it better. He might well say that he hat never experi- 


enced an unkind word since he has been in New York, 


for he has probably never given occasion for it, and has 
given out orders, only to be cheerfully and lovingly 
obeyed.: F 

As to Mr. Sankey, he has been a fit companion and 
fellow-worker in these remarkable meetings, The 
gospel has been taught and God has been glorified.in 
his singing, and we doubt whether Christian song was 
ever brought to so great perfection in such a vast assem- 
bly. The supreme idea of it was worshipful and reli- 
gious, and they must have been dull, unfeeling souls 
who were not stirred by the inspiration of it. By the 
arrangement of choirs at opposite ends of the audience- 
rocm some excellent effects were produced in the way of 
reeponsive singing, and with such leadership in the front 
and rear of them, the congregation could hardly help 
singing in time, to say nothing of singing with the 
spirit and with the understanding also, 

Finally, one hundred and twenty-three thousand dol- 
lars were raised to help carry on the work, thus showing 
that if the evangelists could not stay’ themselves, they 
would do the next thirg to it. No wonder that Mr. 
Moody said, “I don’t like these farewells.” But he 
certainly liked them as well as his audience, and many 
were the tears which testified how much he and his 
companion are beloved, and how many prayers will 
follow them wherever they may rest or labor, 

New York Oity. 





SERMONS TO GIRLS. 
ON GOOD COOKING. 
BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER. 


L no young woman fancy that the theme of this 
week is beneath her attention. There is no 
more desirable nor refined accomplishment than that 
of knowing how to cook well, There is no branch 
of education so systematically ignored and left to ac- 
cident by tho:e who will sooner or later find it con- 
venient of possession. Theré is no part of woman’s pro- 
feasion so indispensable to her success in life and to the 
comfort of those belonging to her. To know how to bake 
a loaf of bread, to broil a beefsteak, and to boil a potato, 
and to do all these in perfection, requires no small 
amount of dexterity, intelligence, and preliminary train- 


“Yet,” somebody says, “there are plenty of ignorant 
Irish girls who can do those things very well. Why 
should I devote time in which I might be improving my 
mind and gathering various stores of knowledge to so 
homely a thing as the kitchen range? Oannot less for- 
tunate women thaa I do those lower things; women 
whose vocation it is to administer to the mere animal 
necessities of the household, while I am free to roam in 
the sunny fields of literature, to study sweet harmonies, 
and to cultivate the amenities of life?’ Many a girl 
reasons in this way, and looks with pride and compla- 
cency on the white fingers which can flash across the 
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ivory keys, but can by no means beat up an omelet or 
compound a pudding. -I would by no means recommend 
agirl to neglect either the graces of belle-lettres or 
the discipline of severe intellectual effort, but I would 
have her remember that neither are incompatible with 
good housekeeping, in which good cooking plays an im- 
portant part. Unfortunately far too much is expected 
of and intrusted to the ignorant Irish girls, who, coming 
into our kitchens and invested with authority there, 
stand at the fi untain-head of domestic peace. The ser- 


_ vant question is the problem which in most women’s 


minds sweeps out of memory and thought almost every 
other. In church, when the minister is elcquently set- 
ting forth the grand consideration of the life immortal, 
many a& matron hears him, with half distracted mind, be- 
cause she is worried about Bridget and the dinner, The 
waste of good material, the dyspepsia, the ill temper, the 
fretfalness of children, and the wretched economy of 
many homes are caused directly, less by the unfaithfal- 
ness of servants than by the shameful ignorance of mis- 
tresses. In no other country than our own, are such 
large amounts of money babitually spent by the provi- 
ders of households, and in no other is there so much ad- 
mitted wastefulness. Unless there be somebody in a 
house who understands the chemistry of focds, who 
knows the best pieces of meat for roastirg, for broiling, 
or for soups, who can utilize scraps, who can prepare ap- 
petizing dishes from fragments, metamorphosing the re- 
mains of to-day’s roast into the hash or the pie of to- 
morrcuw; there will be quantities left to spoil or to be 
thrown away. The person who naturally attends to all 
this is the lady of the house, or her daughters. Now, if 
you imagine that the ability to keep house well comes 
to you suddenly like a fairy gift, or descends upon you 
by inheritance, you are greatly mistaken. Like every 


thing else worth having it is gained by effort and by the | 


patient doing of the same thiog over and over again. To 
the simple boiling of a potato, so that it shall appear on 
the table, not soggy and water-soaked, bat floury, mealy, 
and dry to its core, there go thought and skill and as 
many good qualities at least as to the performance of a 
sonata. 

Oooking-clases have been popular among fashionable 
young ladies of late years. But there is no cooking-class 
which quite equals in its opportunity for excellent infor- 
mation that which you may fiad at home, Presuming 
that I am talking to a girl who has jast left school, I ad- 
vise you to make use of your new leisure in taking les- 
sons from your mother. She will, no doubt, try to put 
you off the more serious parts of your undertaking at 
first, being quite contented if you can make a sponge 
cake or a crystal-clear jelly. If life could be sustained 
on jellies and sponge cakes you might stop there; but 
to do so really reverses the order of things. It is asifa 
child learning to read were handed a volume of Tenny- 
son, or a man building a house were to begin with the 
gilt vane on the topmost pinnacle, instead of the foun- 
dation stones. Ooax and persuade your mother, if she 
is at all unwilling, to let you make the bread till you 
understand all about it—the sponge, the rising, the knead- 
ing, the moulding, and the baking. There is an abso- 
lutely splendid feeling of independence in knowing how 


. to make perfectly light, sweet, substantial bread. Then 


try your hand at biscuits, muffias, corn bread, toast, and 
all the different forms into which breadstuffs may be 
blended. Toast seems a simple thing enough, but it is 
frequently so ill-made that it does not deserve the name. 
Gruel, a necessity of the sick room, is often a hopeless 
mystery to women who have the vaguest ideas of how it 
is evolved from the raw material. After you have mas- 
tered the bread question try meats and vegetables. Learn, 
as you only can by practice, how warm an oven should 
be for certain operations, and how long a time is required 


Avr various undertakings, . 


The cook-books to the contrary, I maintain that there 
is no rigid and arbitrary standard by which all these 


‘things are regulated. “ Use your own judgment,” is a 


rather provoking ingredient of many old-fashioned re- 
ceipts, as they fall from the lips of notable housewives, 
and perplexing indeed it seems to inexperienced folk, 
who are only too conscious that they have no judgment 
to use. In cooking, however, they are many crises, 
where only this unwritten judgment can be depended 
upon, and you get it by trusting yourself, as the unprac- 
tised swimmer does upon the waters which swell before 
him. Oonfidence comes with effort, and on the ruins of 
brave defeats you will mount to victory if you persevere. 
It is amazing that so many mothers are willing on one 
pretext or another, to let their daughters remain ignorant 
of the art in which they are themselves proficient, Like 
the chief captain to Paul, they might say, reviewing 
their own early experiments and trials, and comparing 





them with their present aptitude and proficency, “‘ With 
a great sum obtained I his freedom.” How can they 
expect that their children will be able to say, “ But I 
was free born.” Yet on that principle they go. Middle- 
aged Mrs. Smith protests against pretty Minerva’s mak- 
ing the pies. “She will waste so much.” “It is easier 
to do it myself than to teach her.” “Oh! the child has 


time enough. It will come to her when she has a house 


of her own,” are the excuses most frequently heard. A 
flaw in them all. Minerva will not waste, if her mother 
hover near, like a guardian angel of frugality. That it 
is a trouble to teach her, is true, but a subterfuge of un- 
motherly selfishness. That it will come to her is exceed- 
ingly improbable, for there is no royal road to good 
cooking, no magic lamps which may be rubbed, and 
straightway invisible hands set before you a visible din- 
ner. 

About dinners, the impression that a great many dishes 
are necessary is an error, A few, palatable and well 
cooked, are enough to satisfy an epicure, especially if 
gracefully served. In one of Thackeray’s inimitable 
sketches, a wealthy nabob is invited to dine by a young 
clerk of limited income. For dinner they have only 
mutton chops superbly cooked, and potatoes to match, 
finishing off with a pudding, and the gentleman is sur- 
prised to find that he has rarely dined so well. 

A lady who understands how to prepare food for her 
household, for invalids, for boys and girls, and for guests, 
is far in advance of her sister who has never learned 
anything practically on the subject. She need never 
fear that she will descend -into the position of a drudge. 
Neither will she ever quail before the red and furious 
face of Norah, who threatens to “lave when her month 
isup.” She will not be mortified and wonder-stricken 
because of a thick and muddy decoction instead of am- 
ber-brewed coffee. She will not see her friends slowly 
poisoned by sour bread, nor dread to behold an unex- 
pected guest. There will always be something in her 
house fit to eat. 

We hear a great deal in these days of modes of ex- 
pression. Through this symbol and that, we are told, 
this and that nature shows out that which is its best and 
highest development. I recommend the nearly lost art of 
perfect cookery to aspiring womanhood as one of its finest 
forms of expression. It has to do with the health of the 
race, It has to do with home comfort. The most pala- 
tial parlor may be the shrine of headache and neuralgia, 
if beneath it there be an unsatisfactory and inefficient 
kitchen. Besides it is quite within the reach of all. Any 
bright girl who can comprehend an equation, or formu- 
late a syllogism, can overcome the difficulties which be- 
setgher when learning to cook. Lucent syrups, golden 
cake, delicately browned bread, quivering jellies, melting 
creams, and the whole set of material things, glorified, 
because made for love’s sake, and for the good of one’s 
dear ones, are fit expressions for any woman, The charm 
of this accomplishment lies in the fact, that while it im- 
parta to its owner a gratifying sense of power, it bestows 
on her too the power of blessing and resting those she 
loves best. Wherever the good cook goes she takes her 
welcome along. One may tire of the sweetest singing, 
of the loveliest poetry, of the finest painting, and of the 
most witty conversation, but of good cooking never. Yet 
I would be sorry to have you contented to be only a cook, 
only a domestic machine, That is not my meaning or 
intention. Be artist, poet, inventor, and well-bred wo- 
man,be the most and the best that you can, and add, as’ 
a matter of course, ability to keep house well and to do 
all that good housekeeping includes. You need not con- 
fine yourself to doing it once you know how, but without 
knowing how you can never be sure it will be done well. 
A thorough knowledge of this elemental aid will not de- 
tract from your elegance as a woman nor take from you 
the ambition to excel in grander things. 

Remember, too, the proverb, “ Better is a dinner of 
herbs, where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred there- 
with.” 


FAMILIAR YET FORGOTTEN. 
. BY ELI 8. REINHOLD, 
r a little note book of a friend I found pasted some 
printed lines that must have been clipped from some 

paper. I am at a loss to know why he took such pains 
to preserve what he must certainly have known before, 
unless it was for the epigrammatic style of expression, 
These are the lines: 

“Tt is not what we eat, but what we digest, that makes 
us strong. 

“Tt is not what we gain, but what we save, that makes 
us rich, 

“Tt is not what we read, but|what we remember, that 
makes us learned. 








is 
ee 


‘* Tt is not what we profess, but what we practice, that 
makes us righteous.” 

Many stout people eat very little. How economically 
their food must be appropriated to have so much to re. 
turn for so little received. 

Within the last five years quite a number of Polan. 
ders have settled in the anthracite coal region of Penn. 
sylvania, They were all poor when they came to this 
land, to them so strange in customs and language, While 
thousands of their fellow-miners with choice of work, 
and the “tricks of the trade,” are poor and in debt, 
these austere looking Poles are sending thousands of 
Reichsmarks to their far-away friends and homes, and 
have comfortable bank balances left for emergencies that 
may come to pass. While some have organized “ unions” 
for higher wages; indulged in ruinous “strikes” to in- 
force their demands; and even resorted to bloodshed 
and rioting, these strangers have quietly and contentedly 
worked, when there was work, at such wages as was 
offered, and always contrived to spend less than they 
earned. While others folded their hands, and declared 
they could not live for so much a week, they lived on it 
and saved money. 

Some of the best informed men in the land are men 
of small libraries. Some of the most eager book-devour- 
ers are the shyest to express an opinion, and weakest 
to defend it ifthey do. I know persons who read all the 
“humorous columns” of all the papers in their reach — 
and they reach far—who cannot tell half a dozen good 
jokes. There are a few individuals who know a few 
anecdotes so well as to give their authors a reputation 
for good-fellowship. 

We treat our stomachs, purses, and minds as shipping 
posts, where valuable goods are hourly unloaded, but 
only to be re-shipped to make room for more. We are 
learning, to our sorrow and disgrace, the folly of treating 
“receipts” and “ expenditures” as isolated terms instead 
of gauging the latter by the former. 

“Ts he a professing Christian”? This question is daily 
asked and answered. Just what is meant is seldom asked 
and but little knoWn. There is a sense in which all per- 
sons received into the church, whether by comfirmation, 
baptism, or other form of reception, are by these acts 
said to “profess religion.” But as a large number,— 
solemnly and painfully large number,—make their pro- 
fession serve as their religion; never giving any other 
evidence of love to their Master, or interest ia their 
fellows, it has come to mean but little when it is said 
that a person is a professing Christian. In order to dis- 
tinguish those whose religion is all condensed into the 
one act of joining church, from those whose daily life is 
more or less conspicuously religious, a new term has 
come into use more expressive than refined. It is proba- 
bly a Methodist idiom, and certainly none the worse for 
that. This term is employed when the information 
desired is more definite; for instance, when a man 
is known to be connected with a Christian church, 
it is asked whether he makes a “oud profession.” 
By this expression are designated those who pray in 
public assemblies, exhort sinners, occupy official posi- 
tions in church, etc. Upon such “ professions” the 
penetrating eyes of the world are fixed, and unless there 
are sixteen ounces to the pound, and thirty-six inches tothe 
yard, to “back it up,” their “loud” words are but as 
“sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal” in the eyes 
of that “cloud of witnesses,” that hear words, but be- 
lieves in deeds. ~ 

“Do more and say less,” would not be unprofitable 
advice to some whose practice gives the lie to their pro- 
fessions,—whose religion is “loud” rather than deep. 
There is positive sia in professing to be what we are not. 

There is an opposite extreme from which both indi- 
viduals and the cause suffer. Deeply deyoted and ex- 
emplary Christians often refuse to participate in any 
open service, They are unconsciously robbing God of 
the glory of their lives ; as the world will say of them, 
“ what good men,” not “what good Christians.’ Their 
lives seem to say, We are doing this. They “ pray in 
secret,” but are unwilling to confess God “ before men.” 

The Bible-school can do its part in establishing that 
desirable harmony between the form and the substance. 
Teachers and officers can do it by wholesome example; 
by professing to be what they are, and by being sever 
days in the week what they profess on the Sabbath. 
Confessing as well as professing, and enforcing their 
cheap profession by a precious practice. 

In our teaching, much can be done to designate shams 
as sins, and create @ sentiment of approval for true sin- 
cerity as an element of brave manliness, This will 1 
quire an expression of one’s true position in his relation 
to Ohrist, The humble child of faith need not be 
ashamed. He needs the strength that comes by a fall 
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~ gommittal to his Saviour, and the world needs to know 
whom he serves “that it may take knowledge of him 
that he has been with Jesus and learned of him.” 





HYMNS FOR THE CHILDREN. 
BY KATE NEELY HILL. 


Ww": do not the children learn hymns as a part of 
their Sabbath-school lessons, nowadays, as they 
did in days not so very long ago? Most children have a 
dormant love of beauty and poetry in their shy little 
souls; all of them can learn and remember what is pre- 
sented to them in rhyme more readily than plain prose ; 
and nothing lingers with more tender persistence in the 
memory, than the snatches of sweet old words linked to 
aweet old tunes, with which our mothers used to hush 
us to sleep in the nursery, lulling us off into a rest so 
deep, 80 happy, we scarcely knew whether we were nest- 
ling closest in her arms or those of the Jesus she sang of. 
Some of those hymns I loved because they were so 
lovely: “Thou sweet-gliding Kedron,” “Softly now the 
light of day,” “The mellow eve is gliding.” Some im- 
pressed me with their sacred grandeur ; “God moves in 
g mysterious way,” “Jesus, and can it ever be,” “ All 
hail the power of Jesus’ name :” and others, stirred the 
very inmost fountains of my childish soul by their pas- 
_gionate, mournful tenderness: “Alas, and did my 
Saviour bleed,” and that sweetest, saddest, most thrilling 
strain of all—“ There is a fountain filled with blood.” 

All these and many, many more brought themselves 
into the very fibre of my memory when I was but a little 
child, whom no one suspected of such feelings; and I 
have never lost their power of gracious influence over 
my spirit, And I do not doubt that mine is a very fre- 
quent experience, and that many a holy work has been 
wrought in the secret silence of souls by these sweet 
breathings of divinely inspired singers. 

One incident of especial application recurs to me with 
much force that I desire to relate it here. A very dear 
friend of my girlhood’s years, a girl of noble intellect, 
ardent soul, and earnest Christian purpose, had a brother 
near her own age, who possessed even higher gifts than 
her own, in all respects save one—the most important. 
He did not possess, for he had never sought, nor cared 
toseek, the grace of God. His lack of this crowning 
gift was a great grief and a great anxiety to his sister, 
during his life; and when most unexpectedly one day, the 
news was brought to her of his sudden death, the thought 
that he had been summoned, all unprepared, to meet his 
Maker, came nigh to unsettle that lofty intellect, of which 
all we, her friends, had been so proud. For weeks and 
weeks she hovered on the very verge of insanity ; and 
when at length she settled back into her former mental 
condition with regard to the things of this world, she 
was found to have lost her balance in spiritual matters. 

“If your Bible is true,” she said in a tone of cold ob- 
ttinate despair: “then my brother is condemned to 
syerlasting death, for he died an unbeliever. And the 
God who could condemn to everlasting death, so noble, 
grand a specimen of his own creation, is no God for 
tie. I cannot love him. So let me alone!” 

‘We had to take her at her word at last, and let her 
tlone, and very dreary to her was this solitude of the 
woul, Years passed on; she gave up. the church, the 
Sabbath-school, all her Christian association; and after 
while she married, an unbeliever like herself. A child 
Was born to them, a lovely little girl, and we were all 
glad, for we thought the innocent baby-love would help 
Wresoften the mother’s once so tender heart, _ 
Bat it came to pass in the ordering of God’s provi- 
_ tence that the mother’s health began to fail, so that she 
tld take but little share in the care and nurture of 
_ ‘Merchild ; and when it was about a year old, the pbysi- 
_ Gans told her that her only hope of renewed strength 
| lyin travel and total change of climate. It was bitter 
edicine, though most wholesome, as the sequel proved, 
parting from her little one. Two long years passed 
| Wider foreign skies, before she was considered sufficiently 
| Meovered to live again in her native land; and all the 
+ the mother’s heart was yearning for her darling. 
knew her safe and well and tenderly cared for, but 
telonged none the less to clasp her to her own breast ; 
| Mid there is no need to tell of the rapture of the meeting 
bes at last it came. It was on Saturday that the 
fs reached home, and all that day and night, and 
Next morning, the mother could not bear to have 
hild, now grown into a bonny three-year-olding, 
ut from her sight. But on Sanday afternoon, worn 
Mth excitement and fatigue, she resigned the little 
Aeluctantly to her nurse, and lay down to refresh 
E . with slumber. 
Ane ‘Aursery was} just above her own chamber, and by 





means of a hot-air register opening into both rooms, 
almost every sound could be conveyed from one to 
another. The mother listened, as she lay, with a proud, 
tender smile upon her face, to the little pattering step 
and pretty prattle of her darling overhead; but presently, 
as she listened, the smile faded, and a stern, almost 
angry look came in its place. She half rose upon her 
bed, and leaning on her elbow, bent her ear to listen 
more closely, to make sure that she had heard aright. 

Yes! it was as she thought; the tired little footsteps 
had ceased ; the baby chatter too, was hushed ; and now 
there rose upon the peaceful Sabbath air a sound, soft 
and sweet indeed, but strange and unaccustomed to the 
ears which were half eagerly, half angrily, drinking it in. 

A hymn—a simple, old-fashioned hymn, which had 
been familiar and dear enough to the listener in peaceful 
days gone by, was what she heard, sounding out clear 
and sweet in the. stillness of the quiet chamber; clear 
and sweet in a young girl’s pure, fresh tones, and the 
broken music of a little child’s innocent voice, 

* Reck of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee,” 

The mother listened, straining her ear, hushing her 
very heart-beats, to catch every tone, every accent of the 
precious little tongue; and a sort of bitter angry sorrow 
mingled with her fond eager pride as she listened. 

“Tt is Annie,” she thought; “ the nurse who has been 
so good and faithful to baby all these long months. And 
she has taught her to sing hymns—the dear old hymns— 
nay the foolish old hymns I used to sing, before, before— 

“Thou must save, and thou alone !” 
How clear, how firm it rang out, and the mother shiv- 
ered, and felt a thrill run through her whole frame. 


“ Can he then save, and is my brother lost?” she said 


almost fiercely, a hard look crossing her face. 
“ In my hand no price I bring, 

Simply to thy cross I cling.” 
With what a piercing sweetness came the old remem- 
bered strain! With what mysterious wakening power 
the old remembered words thrilled to the mother’s 
heart ; learned at her own mother’s knee, long ago in 
the old blessed times, coming back to her now in the 
lisping tones of her own baby’s voice! 

The proud heart could hold out no longer; the strong 
will was impotent to resist this last and subtlest of God’s 
influences, All the depths of the strong intense na- 
ture were broken up; the loving but erring woman fell 
upon her knees in a passion of grief, of remorse, of 
penitence. “Yes, let me hide myself in thee,” she 
prayed; there is no other place for one who has dared 
to lift up her face in open rebellion against thee. K. 
me hidden there till all the world shall know that I give 
up all to thee, brother, child, husband, self, to do with 
as seemeth thee good, knowing that thou canst do naught 
that is not good. 

Shall we not teach the children hymns? 





HONEST JOHN KNOX. 
BY PROF. MEARS, OF HAMILTON OOLLEGE, 


ECENTLY there has died and been buried with de- 
monstrations of the highest honor and affection an 
aged resident of Oneida County, New York, who half a 
century ago was known in all the neighborhood for fifty 
miles around as “ Honest John Knox.” When he married 
and settled in Knoxboro’, more than sixty years ago, 
both man and wife simply, heartily, and consciously re- 
solved to live as Christians, and for two generations 
their home has been a burning and shining light in that 
valley. At first it was a rude and godless neighborhood, 
but the Christian influences which now control and beau- 
tify the region are largely due to the upright, consistent, 
single- hearted piety of that rural home. 

Mr, Knox’s business qualities led him to engage in all 
the enterprises for which his surroundings gave oppor- 
tunity. But through them all his integrity was conspic- 
uous. With the first wave of the temperance reforma- 
tion he shut up his distillery and took his position as a 
temperance man for life. 

At the time of his death he had long been the senior 
member of the Board of Trustees of Hamilton College. 
He was elected to his post in 1828, and for nearly forty- 
eight years discharged the duties of that office with such 
fidelity that he has not been absent from its meetings 
more than twice or thrice in all that period, A trustee- 
ship which, for duration and punctuality in the discharge 
of its duties, can hardly be paralleled in any position in 
the land. 

As an illustration of the simplicity and genuineness 
of his Ohristian character, I may mention an incident 
which I witnessed in the inaugurating of a new church 





movers. The first preaching service had just been held 
in the unfinished building, and the congregation re- 
mained to organize the Sunday-school. Svon the forma- 
tion of an adult Bible-class was proposed, and volunteer 
members were called for. Foremost among them arose 
General Knox, then’ an octogenarian, and with erect 
form and smiling countenance moved to the appointed 
seat and remained a faithful and regular attendant upon 
the class until the time of his death. 

Such a man could but leave a blessing behind him in 
the family he reared. They embrace such names as John 
Jay Knox, Comptroller of the Treasury of the United 
States; Henry M. Knox, St. Paul, Minnesota, a banker 
and a leading Sunday-school worker in his state; Rev. 
William E, Knox, DD., pastor at Elmira, and Rev. 
Charles E, Knox, D.D., author of popular works, as A 
Year with St. Paul, David the King, and also President 
of the German Theological Seminary, at Bloomfield, N. J. 

His brother, Hon. James Knox, LL.D., of Knoxville, 
Knox County, Illinois, is well known as a liberal bene- 
factor of Hamilton and Yale Colleges, and of enterprises 
nearer his home. 

Like the disappearance from the landscape of some 
conspicuous, ancient landmark, some widespreading tree 
or lofty tower, is the death of a man like General Knox, 
nearly eighty-four years of age; whose active, honorable, 
and useful life was scarcely troubled by infirmities till 
the last. The appearance of the whole region is changed 
by such an event. God grant that lives so simple, so 
manly, so Christian, and so prolonged may never be 
wanting from the homes and hamlets of our land, 


THAT “GOLDEN TEXT.” 
BY THE BEV. A, H LEWIS, 

ILL the “coming” lesson system retain the “ Gol- 

den Text?” No, Why? Because the golden 
text is, necessarily and essentially, a comment upon the 
lesson. It is the comment, It must embody the central 
thought in the lesson, as that thought appears to the 
one selecting it. To make the golden text less than this, 
makes it so weak and unmeaning, that a vigorous lesson 
system will soon cast it off in disgust. 

The genius of the International lesson scheme is posi- 
tively opposed to any comment upon the lessons, by the 
lesson committee. The presence or absence of specific 
“ instructions” cannot weigh with a force equal to the 
aim of the lesson scheme itself. That aim is to promote 
the study of the Word. The plan is to study a given 
portion in concert. Beyond that everything must be left 
free and supple, to fit the differences which actually 
exist between Ohristians. Real differences cannot be 





©gP | cured by being deplored, or ignored. Lesson expositors 


are asserting their right, and their intention to set aside 
texts, and use those deemed better, at pleasure, The 
moment this is done, the unity which the advocates of 
the golden texts plead for is gone, and the friction 
which will attend the case'will be felt throughout the 
whole system. 
When men come to know more of the Bible, and less 
of catechisms and creeds, greater unity in plans and ideas 
will be attained. Now, it cannot be. Platform speeches 
which talk about the “ corporal’s guard” that is opposed 
to the golden texts, may elicit temporary applause ; but 
neither speech nor applause can set aside the underlying 
principles of our being, nor the clear verdicts of history. 
This is the new era in the study of the Bible by the 
people, This is the age of intense, quick-acting thought. 
The spirit of investigation is abroad. Men will think 
for themselves. Any international or general scheme 
of Bible study which infringes upon this freedom, in 
any degree, cannot be successful. The sentiment of 
unity # beautiful. But no union is real where men are 


not drawn and held together, from within. Restriction - 


and compression do not equal nor produce unity, Men 
may repeat a text in concert, while their hearts and 
heads are far apart. 

On the emotional side, a common faith in Ohrist 
makes men one, In his name all souls blend. If men 
ever come together as to their theories, it will be through 
careful, continual, and honest study of the Word, such 
as will reveal its few fundamental truths. These being 
seen, men will come together in doctrine as fast as they 
gain courage to drop creeds and accept truths. Thus in 
our world real union comes slowly. If forced, it is 
as worthless and ephemeral as a hot-house flower in 
January. If the International system can be kept plia- 
ble enough to promote this search after i ruth, without 
friction, it will hasten the real union bet ween Christ’s 
followers—that union for which we all ‘pray. Other- 
wise, its failure will add to the evidenoe that even the 
outward appearance of upity cannot remy in where real 





enterprise, in which the Knox family were the Prime | yuity is wanting. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1876.) 





6, April 80.—The Lame Man Healed........cssssrsrrsssseeees Acta 3; 1-11. 

6, May 7.—The Power of*Jesus’ Name........ccsesoevenseess Acts 8: 12-26 

7. May 14.—Christian Courage Acts 4 , 3-22, 

8, May 21.—Christian Fellowship.......ssesessrsssesesseenes Acts 4: 28-87. 

9, May 28.—Lying unto God......... pooncoccocconee voocce soceeesceces Acts 5: 1-11. 
10. June 4.—The Apostles in Prisom,....0i..cssecsessseeroees Acts 5: 12-26. 
li, June 11.—The Apostles before the Council.........++0+ Acts 5; 27-42. 
12, June 18.—The Seven Chosen.......++sr0000 ergonnnnooencoeees Acts 6; 1-15. 
18. June 25.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 





LESSON 7, SUNDAY, MAY 14, 1876. 
Title: CHRISTIAN COURAGE. 


' GOLDEN TEXT: THE RIGHTEOUS ARE BOLD AS A 
LIon.— Prov, 28: 1, 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, May 8: Acta 4: 1-22. Christian courage. 

Tuesday, May 9: Acts 7: 51-60. Shown by Stephen. 

Wednesday, May 10: Acts 21:1-14 Shown by Paul. 

Thursday, May 11: Psa. 118: 1-23. Shown by David. 

Friday, May 12: Num. 13: 28-33. Lacked by the ten spies. 
Saturday, May 18: Matt. 10: 16-31. Nveded by all. 

Sunday, May 14: Rev.2: 1-11. Reward of those who overcome. 


LESSON TEXT, 
{Acts 4: 8-22.] 

8. Then Peter filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers 
of the people, and elders of Israel, 

9. If we this day b. examined of the good deed done to the impo- 
tent man, i y what meaus he is made whole; 

10. Be it known unto you all, and tu all the people of Israel, that 
by the name of Jesus Chr st of Nazaretn, whom ye crucified, whom 
God 1aised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here 
before you whole. 

ll. :his is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner. 

12. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaveu given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

13. Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and per- 
ctived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled 
and they tuok knowledge of ttem. that uhey had been with Jesus. 

14, And beholding the man which was healeu standing with them, 
they could say nothing against it. 

15. But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the 
council, they conferred among themselves. 

16... Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a 
notable miracle hath been done by them, is manifest to all them 
that dwell in Jerusaiem, and we caunot deny it. 

17. But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly 
threaten them, that hey speak henceforth to no man in this name. 

18, And they called them, and commanded them, not to speak at 
all, nor teach in ihe name of Jesus, 

19, But P.ter and John answered, and said unto them, Whether it 
be right in the sight of God, to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye. : 

20. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 
heard. 

wu. So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, 
finding nothing how they might punish them, because of the people; 
for all men gloritied God for that which was done. 

22. For the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle 
of healing was shewed. 





EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D, 
E first verses of the chapter show the connection 

- between this lesson and the last. 

Peter’s address to the multitude which had been 
gathered in Solomon’s porch, by the miracle he had 
wrought, produced a deep and widespread impression 
upon the people, and aroused the indignation of the 
Jewish authorities, whose conduct he so tearlessly ar- 
raigned, While he was still speaking, the priests, the 
officer in charge of the temple, and the Sadducees came 
suddenly upon the apostles, arrested them, and put 
them in‘ prison, for the night. Notwithstandipg this 
violent interruption, and the manifest hostility of the 
chief men and rulers, many believed, and were added to 
the church, swelling the numbers to five thousand. 

The next day, the council being called, the apostles 
are brought before them, and set in the midst of the 
court, and probably many other distinguished . men, 
representing the wealth, power, and authority of the 
nation. The council, by its proper officer, probably the 
high priest, demands of the spostles, ‘‘ By wnat power 
or by what name have ye done this?” The question 
refers to the miracle of healing, and seems to imply the 
supposed use of some occult or mysterious power of 
magic or enchantment in the performance of the miracle, 

An account of the scene which follows in the council- 
room, forms the subject of 


ies THE LESSON. 

This is the fourth recorded discourse of Peter; and it 
is worthy of remark that he makes great use of the 
Scriptures in each of them, quoting from the books ot 
Moses, the psalms, and the prophets. The apostle Paul 





also in his epistles makes frequent reference to the 0:4 
Testament, All who are guided by the Spirit of God, 
honor and use the word which is the sword of the Spirit. 
In studying this lesson let us consider: (1) The testi- 
mony of Peter; (2) The decision of the council; (3) 
The reply of the apostles. 

1. THE TESTIMONY OF PETER (8-12). 

In what Peter says, he speaks for John as well as for 
himself. A glance at his brief, bold, earnest answer to 
the question put to him, will discover that it is formed 
after the model of his previous public addresses and 
contains a Scriptural argument proving Jesus of Naza- 
zeth to be the Messiah ; a plain, pointed appeal charging 
his hearers with the guilt of crucifying Christ > and a 
tender, urgent invitation of mercy, offering forgiveness 
even to his murderers. 

* Filled with the Holy Ghost” ; having received, in ac- 
cordance with the promises given by the Lord (Mark 
18:11; Luke 21: 14), a direct and peculiar impulse or 
gift, having special reference to the emergency which 
had arisen, Peter fearlessly makes an unstudied, effec- 
tive, and unanswerable reply to the question put to him. 

1. The mode of address, He recegnizes the council as 
the authorized heads and representatives of the people, 
and courteously gives them their usual titles, as rulers 
and elders of Israel. He next, not without a touch of 
quiet irony, suggests a doubt whether it can be possible 
that they are called to account, and required to justify 
their conduct, in doing a good deed to an impotent 
man. But if they really wished to know by what means 
the miracle of mercy was wrought, he was ready to 
explain. 

2. The specific answer. He distinctly desires that not 
only all the members of the council, but also the whole 
people of Israel, whom they represented, should hear and 
understand the statement he was about to make, You 
ask by what power we have done this, we answer by the 
power of the risen Christ. You ask in what name, we 
answer, in the name of Jesus, the crucified Nazarene. 
By the power of Jesus alone doth this man stand here 
before you whole. Not by any power or holiness of our 
own, not by any magical influence, not simply in the 
name of the God of Israel, but in the name and by the 
authority of Jesus Christ his Son, have we done this. 
The answer is full, explicit, and definite, without the 
least evasion or compromise, Notice the various terms 
employed by the apostle to set forth the name of power 
Jesus, the Christ; the Nazarene; the crucified; the 
risen. Misapprehension here was impossible. 

8. The fearful charge. Having respectfully addressed 
the council, and sincerely answered their question, the 
@postle now presses home upon their consciences their 
personal guilt in rejecting and crucifying the Son of 
God, the Saviour of men. Whatascene! The accused 
has become the accuser, and he arrays his judges at the 
bar of their own consciences and of God. He convicts 
the high priest and the Pharisees of an awful crime, and 
declares to the unbelieving Sadducees the doctrine of the 
resurrection, Every word was as a barbed arrow pierc 
ing their hearts, yet were they constrained to listen, as 
the inspired preacher enforced his appeal by a reference 
to Scripture. 

4, The practical application. The apostle proceeds to 
show that the power of Jesus to heal was but an emblem 
of his power to save; and that he was the only Saviour 
of the soul from sin. There is no other name by which 
aman can be saved but ‘the name of Jesus. If -savéd 
at all, we must be saved through him. Tous does Peter 
calmly, tenderly, and faithfully warn the high dignita 
ries before him, that unless they accept mercy and for- 
giveness in the name of Jesus, they can never be saved. 

(a) Jesus the only Saviour. Any religion which leaves 
out Ohrist and him crucified is worthless. Any attempt 
to add to the completeness of the salvation by Christ is 
worse than folly (John 14:6). 

(>.) Out of Christ no salvation. Beek to make the 
Saviour known to all. Bring all you can to Jesus 
(Heb, 2:8). 

ll, THE DECISION OF THE COUNCIL (13-18). 
~The dauntless courage, the wonderful wisdom, and 
spiritual power with which Pe'er spake, for a moment 
disarmed the persecutors and so filled them with aston- 
ishment, that they had nothing to say. They wondered 
that men, obviously without culture or professional 
training, could speak in such an assembly, in a manner 
so free from diffidence and embarrassment; and still 
more were they astonished at what they had so frankly 
and feaflessly uttered. Their attention being turned to 
the apostles, either by inquiry, or by personal recollec- 
tion, they recogniz2d them as the men who had been seen 
in the company of Jesus at a previous meeting of the 
Sanbedrim, or, it may be that. some of the rulers who 


had attended the ministry of Jesus, knew them to be his 
followers and teachers of his doctrine. | 

Impressed by the resistless reasoning of the a 

and the fact of the miracle attesting the truth of their 
doctrine, the reality of which was itself confirmed by 
the presence of the healed man standing by the apostles, 
a silent yet eloquent plea in their behalf, the counci] 
knew not what todo. Their troubled consciences made 
them timid. Unable to carry out their original Purpose 
to condemn the apostles, and unwilling to make any 
concessions in their presence, they felt their position to 
be somewhat humiliating and perplexing. 

1, They clear the court. With a view to find some expe. 
dient by which they might extricate themselves from 
their unpleasant situation, without the mortifying con. 
fession of failure, the council ask the prisoners and the 
healed man to withdraw. 

2, They deliberate, They confer one with another as 
to what is best and most politic to do in the premises, 
It is obvious that many among them had serious mis. 
givings ; not a few of them afterwards may have become 
obedient to the faith (chap. 6:7). It is quite possible 
that Paul may have been present. 

The fact that “a notable miracle” had been wrought 
could not be denied. The report of it had already 
spread all over the city, and would doubtless exert a 
powerful influence in favor of the apostles and their new 
doctrine. The members of the council ask each other, 
What can we do to arrest this heresy ? 

3. They come to a decision, In their perplexity they 
hesitated to inflict punishment upon men for doing a 
really good deed; therefore, without reference to the 
past, they resolve to interdict any further teaching in 
the name of Jesus,and to enforce their injunction by 
severe threats, The apostles are recalled, and the deci- 
sion of the council announced to them, forbidding them 
at their peril to speak at all, or to teach in the name of 
Jesus. 

(a.) Here is testimony for Jesus.. The council admit the 
miracle, and by implication confess that it was wrought 
in the name of Jesus. Reason and conscience is on the 
side of Jesus, even when he is not received. He meets 
the needs of the soul, 

(5.) Here is opposition to Jesus, The council do not ob- 
ject t) the good done by the apostles, nor to their con- 
duct generally, only to their preaching Jesus. iisny 
now like to hear about morality, benevolence, and charity, 
but are offended when Jesus is preached as the only 
Saviour, and that unless they are willing to be saved 
through him they are lost for ever. 


ill, THE REPLY OF THE APOSTLES (19-22). 


The apostles required no lengthened consultation as 
to what course they should take. Their minds were 
already made up. Obedience to God under all circum- 
stances was the fundamental princ’ple of their whole 
life, and they appeal to the sense of right, in the minds 
of those who professed to honor God, whether the au- 
thority of God was not higher than that of any human 
tribunal. 

Taking an affirmative reply for granted, the apostles 
courageously avow their determination to obey God. 
Whatever ye may think or decide, “ We cannot but speak 
the things we have seen and heard. Silence were treach- 
ery to truth, and disloyalty to the Master in whose name 
we work and teach.” This reply of the apostles was a dis- 
tinct and decided refusal to submit to the sentence of the 
éourt, and was fitted to rouse them to fury and the adop- 
tion of violence measures, They, however, restrained 
their wrath in the meantime, because the apostles had 
done nothing deserving punishment, and because they 
feared the people, who were well disposed towards the 
Christians, on account of the purity and benevolence of 
their lives, and the wonders wrought by the apostles; 80 
they dismissed: the apostles with additional threats and 
commands, which they must have known would be 
utterly disregarded. 

We have here, salvation in Jesus; courage from Jesus 
fidelity to Jesus. 

(a) Jesus supports his servants, He never sends any 
on a warfare “at his own charges.” His grace is suffi- 


well as our service may glorify him. We should never 
be discouraged in working or speaking for him. His 
promise is, “Lo! I am with you alway.” 

(b.) Jesus rules amidst his enemies, The opposition of 
the rulers tended to the spread of the gospel, and the 
vindication of the truth, The foes of Jesus can neither 
“suppress his word, nor intimidate his servants, ad 
deny his work, nor hinder the progress of his kingdom. 

(c.) Jesus is Lord of the conscience. He is the Master 





whom we serve, the Sovereign whom we obey. Let us 
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y his word and learn his will, Add to your faith 

4 at all times frankly to avow your allegiance to 

| im, and promptly to render him a cheerful obedience. 
| Stand up for Jesus.” 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


IPUHIS lesson is designed to show the beginning of per- 
& secution to the apostles, and the fearlessness of 
‘Peter and John. : 

Recall carefully the persons, place, and time of the 
two last lessons. What two disciples went to the temple? 
Jet the children give an account of the miracle per- 
formed, asking such questions about it as will give op- 
portunity for several to answer. What disciple preached? 
Who came to listen? In what city was this? Where 

‘did the cured man goin with them? When they came 
out where did they walk and the people crowd around? 
Atwhat hour did the disciples goto pray? It was in 
the afternoon that the crowd listened while Peter 
preached. Many came to hear and many believed in 
the name of Christ. How many’names of those who 
loved Jesus did they have in the days after he went back 
to heaven and while they waited in Jerusalem ? 

It was not so long before this, but since that, the day 
of Pentecost had come, the Holy Spirit been given, a 
fewsermons been presched, the disciples had prayed 
constantly, and the one handred and twenty names had 

to five thousand. But that afternoon, as Peter 
an ed, not all came to listen and believe, The mira- 

@e was quickly tatked of and known throughout the 
¢ity, and the priests and rulers came upon them angry 
to see the crowd. They determined to stop this new re- 
ligion which was growing so in the name of one whom 

they had destroyed; it must be put down, they thought. 

It was too late to do much that evening, but they could 

get Peter and John out of the way. 

~ Don’t you know when bad men make a disturbance in 

the street a policeman, or a watchman, tekes them to 
the station-house and they are locked up for the night? 

‘That is just what the priests did to Peter and John. Do 

you think they were afraid? What is our golden text? 

Had Peter been as bold as a lion before this? When a 

servant-maid once spoke to him, and said, “This man 
was with Jesus,” what did he say and do? 

Our lesson to-day is called Christian Courage. What 
fs courage? We must see what there was to try the 
bravery of Peter and John, and then you can tell if they 

- were afraid, or if not, what made them bold and strong. 
Who came upon them in the temple in the afternoon ? 
Who were they? Had they any right or power to take 
upsuch men? They were the same Jews who arrested 
Jesus and delivered him up to be crucified. Now let us 
see what they did to Peter and John. 

__ These points might be written on the board and more 
readily reviewed. 

They laid hands on them ; not kind, gentle hands, but 
tough hands which seized and put them in hold, in the 
prison or station-house ; some place to confine them until 
they determined what to do. Just as they met together 
to try Jesus Ohrist, on the next day they gathered to- 

. Ytther at Jerusalem to try the disciples, Describe the 
Jewish court, the Sanhedrim; draw a semicircle, and 
tellof high priest in robes of office on elevated seat; 
Tilers, elders, and scribes in a half circle; the prisoners 
tent for, and they set them in the midst, 

_Tellof Peter and John, more than seventy pairs of 

tharp Jewish eyes looking at them from the circular 
feats, and many more of the priests’ families looking and 
ing while they asked, By what power have ye done 

_ Wis? Were the prisoners silent and trembling? Peter 

_ ‘filled with the Holy Ghost spoke words of wisdom, What 

_ Were they being tried for? Peter said, “‘ If we be exam- 
“Med of the good deed . . . Be it known unto youall ... 

_ bythe name cf Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye cru- 

_ ified.” Peter never left out a chance tosay that “ Whom 
’ crucified”? Then he must have pointed to the man; 

‘Mere he stood, saved body and soul. “ Even by him,” 
Peter, “doth this man stand before ye whole.” 

d Peter stop there? No; he gave them our golden 

‘Wxt for last Sunday. What was it? 

They marvelled, They wondered at a prisoner daring 

tell the great Jewish court about that Nazarene they 
#a4 Killed, and that through him was the only salvation ; 

_ Mibthey knew that Jesus used to talk s0, too. They 

_ Ma snid themselves, “ Never man spake like this man” 
N7: 46). Just so they had been astonished at Christ 

7: 28). They wondered at the boldness of Peter 

ag There sat the lawyers and judges and learned 

bes; the discipic. were fishermen, not scholars, and 

Temembered that men had thought the samo of 


4 





Jesus, and asked: “How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned?” (Mark 6: 2; Johan 7: 15.) They 
knew by the way these men talked that they had been 
with Jesus, Are your words and actions such that those 
around know that you have been with him? 

They could say nothing, There stood the cured man; 
they could not charge that the prisoners had done any 
thing but a deed of mercy, and so they sent them out 
of hearing while they conferred together, They talked 
among themselves; had a secret court, sayirg to each 
other, “‘ What shall we do? It wasa notable miracle; 
every body knows it; we can’t deny it. There the man 
is walking about; every body sees him. We must hush 
them up; how can we.stop their preaching?” Then 
began the work of trying to stop the preaching of that 
only salvation which can save the world. Jesus had 
given his life to make the way. He had told his disci- 
ples, “ Go and preach my gospel ”—“ beginning at Jeru- 
salem.” They had first begun where he told them, and 
here they were, after a few sermons and the first miracle 
in his name, taken as prisoners, and the Jewish Sanhe- 
drim planning to stop them. 

They called them back. They commanded them not to 
speak or preach in the name of Jesus, Would Peter 
and John promise this? No! they both answered this 
time; they stood up for the right in the sight of God, 
not for the seventy pair of keen eyes fixed on them 
They said “ Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto you, more than unto God, judge ye.” Did 
they promise? They both said, “ We cannot but speak 
the things which we have seen and heard.” Were they 
put back in prison? No! The people were all praising 
God that the suffering of forty years had been cured in 
a few minutes. 

They threatened them with punishment if they kept on 
preaching, ard they let them go. Did Peter and John 
show any feur? What was Peter jil/ed with when he 
spoke? When Jesus promised the Comforter, he said, 
“The Holy Ghost shall bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” Not one 
prom.se ever failed ; so we know what flashed in Peter’s 
mind as he heard the question, “ By what power have 
ye done this?” He remembered the voice of Je-ua as 
he said one day when they sat on the Mount of Olives 
looking over to the temple. “They will bring you be- 
fore councils and deliver you up; but take no thought 
what ye sball speak, for the Holy Ghost shall teach you 
what ye ought to say.” 

Again and again he said, “They will lay hands on 
you and put you in prison for my sake, but settle it in 
your hearts not to meditate what ye shall answer. For 
I will give you a mouth and wisdom.” With such 
promises brought by the Holy Ghost don’t you think 
they ought to have been bold? 

Do you remember our golden text in the lesson of 
David and Goliath? Paul gave the meaning of Chris- 
tian coursge when he said, ‘“ When I am weak, then am 
I strong.” Can you tell how it was? He asks this 
question, “If God be for us who can be against us?” 
David answered that in words and in actions long ago. 

Let the children tell of some times when they think 
David showed true courage because of his faith in God. 

David’s psalms are full of words like these, “The 
Lord is on my side, I will not fear: what can man do 
unto me?” “In God have I put my trust.” 

That day when Peter and John stood before the court 
was only the beginning of long lives of suffering for 
Christ’s sake; but yet thirty years after, when Peter was 
soon to die on the cross with downward head, he said, 
“If ye suffer for righteousness sake, happy are ye; be 
not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled.” His 
trust was in God, his heart was all for Obrist and his joy 
in his service, 

Learn for next Sunday, after Peter and John were 
“let go,” where they went and what they did, 

° / 





BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


V ~ Filled with the Holy Ghost . . . But he, being full of the 
e * Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, Acts 
7:65... The Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you, Matt. 
10:20 . . . The Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what 
ye ought to say, Luke 12: 12. 


Vv. 9. The good deed... Are ye angry at me, because I have 
made a man every whit whole on the Sabbath day? John 7:28... 
Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of 
those works do you stone me? John 10; 82 . . . Whereas they speak 
evil of you, as of evil doers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse 
your good conversation in Christ, 1 Pet. 3: 16. 


v.10. Whom God raised . . . Whom God hath raised up, having 
loosed the pains of death; because it was not possible that he should 
be holden of it, Acts 2:24. . . Him God raised up the third day, 


and shewed him openly, Acts 10:40 . . . But God raised him from 
the dead, Acts 13: 30, 


v.11. Thestone .. . The stone which the builders refused is be- 





come the head-stone of the corner, Psa. 118:22 . . . Thus saith the 
Lord God, Beloved, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner-stune, a sure foundation: he that believeth 
shall not make haste, Isa, 28:16 . . . Unto you therefore which be- 
lieve he is precious; but unto them which be disob: dient, the stone 
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the 
corner, and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to 
them which stumble at the word, being disobedient, 1 Pet, 2: 7, 8. 

Head of the corner . . . Heshall bring forth the head-stone thereof 
with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it, Zech.4:7... Ye... 
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief cornerstone, Eph. 2° 20. 

V. 12. Neither is there sawation ... Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus; for he shall save his people from their sins, Matt.1:21... 
He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that be- 
lieveth not, shall be damned, Mark 16:16 . . . He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him, John 3: 86 
. . . For other foundation can no man lay than that is'‘laid, which 
is Jesus Christ, 1 Cor.8:11 ... How shall we escape if we neglect 
80 great salvation? Heb. 2: 3. 

Under heaven . . . And all the high hills, that were under the 
whole heaven, were covered, Gen. 7:19 . . . Whatsoever is under 
the whole heaven is mine, Job41:11 ... Be not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel . . which was preached to every crea- 
ture which is under heaven, Col. 1: 23. 

Vv. 13. They hat been with Jesus . . . This fellow was also with 
Jesus of Nazareth, Matt. 26:71... Surely thou also art one of 
them ; for thy speech bewrayeth thee, Matt. 26:73 . . . When Jesus 
therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he 
loved, he saith to his mother, Woman, behold thy son! John 19: 26, 


V.16. A notable miracle . . . And all tue people saw him walking 
and praising God, and they knew that it was he which sat for alms 
at the Beautiful gate of the temple; and they were filled with won- 
der and amazement at that which had happened unto him, Acts 3: 
9,10 . . . The goat had a notable horn between his eyes, Dan. 8:5 
. » . They had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas, Matt. 27: 16, 

V.19. Whether it be right . . . By manifestation of the truth com- 
meuding ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God, 2 
Cor.4:2 .. . Children, obey your parents in the Lord; for this is 
right, Eph.6:1.. . For this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour, 1 Tim. 2: 3. 

To hearken unto you, etc. . . . But the midwives feared God, and 
did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male 
children alive, Ex. 1:17... As the Lord liveth, what the Lord 
saith unto me, that will I speak, 1 Kings 22:14... And they fol- 
lowed vanity, and became vain, and went after the heathen that 
were round about them, concerning wuom the Lord had charged 
them, that they should not do like them, 2 Kings17:15 . . . Ren- 
der therefore unto Cesar the things which are Cesar’s, and unto 
God the things that are God’s, Matt. 22; 21. 


Vv. 20. We cannot but speak . . . The word that God putteth in my 
mouth, that shall I speak, Numb. 22:38 . . . Beloved, I have re- 
ceived commandment to bless, and he hath blessed; and I cannot 
reverse it, Numb. 23:20... . Now while Paul wa.ted fur them at 
Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly 
given to idolatry. Therefore, disputed he in the synagogue with the 
Jews, Acts 17; 16,17 . . . Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testi- 
fied to the Jews that Jesus was Christ, Acts 18:5... Then I said, I 
will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name: but 
his word was in my heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and 
I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay, Jer. 20: 9. 


V. 21. Glorified God . . . The multitudes marvelled saying, It was 
never so seen in Israel, Matt. 9:33 . . . And they glorified the God 
of Israel, Matt.15:31 . . . Behold, the world is gone after him, 
John 12: 19, 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Aw 4:8, Filled with the Holy Ghost—This is the 
only reasonable explanation of the great change 
which had taken place in the apostles. Oaly a few 
weeks before they nad been so afraid of the officers.of 
justice that they had dserted Christ, and Peter had ex- 
pressly denied him; now, when brought face to face 
with even the supreme court, and in imminent danger 
of a cruel death, they are calm and self-possessed. Bat 
this is just what Jesus had promised (Matt. 10: 19, 20; 
Luke 21: 14, 15).—London Notes, 


This phrase refers always to a special miraculous gift 
of the Spirit. See chap 2:4. Tne apostles had been 
promised such an inspiration whenever they should be 
thus arraigned before »ulers for Christ’s sake (Luke 12: 
12; 21: 14,15; Mark 13: 11).—Jacobus, 


Ye rulers . . . and elders —He addresses them with the 
respect due their office, though he does not hesitate to 


ch: upon them the death of the Messiah. Oom 
Paul's, chap. 22:1; 28:1; and Peter's direo- 
tion to his in 1 Pet, 2: 17.—Abbott, 


10. Be it known.—Peter might have evaded the ques- 


tion [of verse 7]. It was a noble opportunity also for 
sy the evil which he had done by his guilty denial 
oO 


rd, Although, therefore, this frank and open 
avowal was attended with danger, and although it was 
in the presence of the great and the mighty, yet he chose 
to state fully and clearly his conviction of the truth. 
Never was an instance of greater boldness; and never 
could there be a more striking illustration of the fitness 
of the name which the Lord Jesus gave him ; that of a 
rock (John 1: 42; Matt, 16: 17, 18).—Barnes, 


By the name of Jesus Christ.—[Peter declares] That 
what they did was in the name of Jesus Carist, which 
was a direct answer to the question the court 
them — Henry. . 

11 You builders.—Th 


are the builders [ Psa, 118; 22; 
Matt, 21: 42] wno are 


ed, authorized, and obliged b 
the duties of their office, to build up bn pein God. 
man- 


But while Peter, in the most sincere and res 
apo oy yh Ee 

eq as C that 
they had erred, and, grievously sinned. That 
stone which they had and rejected as 
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had, nevertheless, been chosen as the corner-stone, and 
had indeed become the head of the corner.—Lechier, 

If, then, kin rin bishops, lords, holy, wise 
prodent, weal, acne men, te the ‘ 


persecu spel 

should we wonder? | Who else should do that wor ? If 
6 gospe myst reecu ese are e 

Pa lors. Ane, tndeel, they 


agents, since they are the builders. 

act officially ; their interest requires them to adopt such 
recautions, in order that their own building may not 

be rent or undermined.— Luther. 


Set at nought. Peter knew full well that there was one 
great obstacle in the way of his hearers feeling the full 
weight of his testimony—even the low estate of Jesus, 
which had found its depth of humiliation in the fact 
that he had been formally and solemnly condemned to 
death by lawful authority. But immediately before his 
mind there floated a paerng of mee «hy which turned 
this hindrance into a erance of his cause, while it 
showed that even such a stroke of deepest infamy was to 
form the unerring token of the eternal source of salva- 
tion.— Baumgarten. 


12, Neither is there salvation in any other.—He gives 
them solemnly to understand, that the mistake which 
they, as builders of the temple, had committed, was not 
merely theoretical or exegetical, but ractical, and, if 
persevered in, fatal to themselves and others.— Alexander. 


None other name.—It appears from this passage that 
the invocation of the Virgin Mary, or any other saint, 
either for eternal salvation, or for relief from bodily dis- 
ease, is not only useless, but sinful.— Mann. 


The whole of our salvation, from first to last, is begun, 
SHIN to Oo nay anny wortceds fe 0 ony purpoes, mach let 
able oO an t to any purpose, much less 
to attain the end of our faith, even the eternal salvation 
of our souls without him.— Beveridge. 


18. The boldness —The boldness of “unlearned and i 
monet mm the er of ae anaees a sag =m 
reat national council, together perplexing ese 
Tadicon, There is but one explanation for it, The 
spirit of the Nazarene is in his followers !— Green, 


It is not without an object that the Evangelist set 
down this passage, but he did it that he might show 
where they had so ten with Jesus. He means, at his 
a: For these were the only two apostles then with 

im. Atthat time they had seen them humbled and 
cast down, and so their me change of bearing sur- 
prised them exceedingly. For Annas and Caiphas and 
their fellow-counsellors were there, and these two a 
tles. had been among those who stood by them. Now, 
therefore, their exceeding boldness surprised them.— 
Chrysostom, 


Took knowledge of them.—They knew, or recognized— 
now at last; for a thie before they had paid less atten- 
tion to them.— Bengel. 


Knew by observation, recognized, as in Matt, 14: 35; 
Mark 6: 33; Luke 25: 16-831.— Bloomjield, 


bipethiiy toute pene Lonely, tb zed 
ry) g prisoners more close. ey recogn 
them as persons whom they had seen with Jesus.— Meyer. 


16. What shall we do? Instead of inquiring, what 
shall we do to be saved? they inquire, what shall we do 
to these men, in order to shut their mouths? So great is 

.the blindness of the ungod'y.—Starke, 


Notable.— Well-known, not notable. What troubled the 
council was not the remarkable character of the miracle. 
but the fact that it was known to all the people, and 
could not be gainsayed.— Addott. 


18. Not to speak at all—Not even in private conversa- 
tion; nor to teach publicly. This is the poor device of 
persecutors, to try to silence the men they cannot answer. 
—London Notes, 


19, Right in the sight of God—The world accounts 
many things right which in the sight of God are not 
right, and vice versa.— Bengel. 


20, We cannot but speak —To refuse obedience, when 
rulers command a wicked act—to prefer to be torn to 
pieces, rather than act against God’s express command- 
mre ts ‘a very different act from taking up arms, and 
— g others to unite in insurrectionary movements.— 


They cannot forbear, except on three conditions : That 
the @ceid sbowbl'nct $0 filled with infirm pessoke; that 
Jesus Christ should not be the only Saviour of all the 


infirm ; that i the apostles themselves, should not 


have been healed by him.— Besser. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


UTHER’'S REPLY.—When in 1521, Martin Luther 
appeared before the famous Diet of Worms, to 
answer the charge of heresy, he said: “Unless I am 
overpowered and convinced by the testimony of the 
Scriptures, or by other public, distinct, and obvious 
arguments and reasons, and unless I am thus fully satis- 
fied respecting the passages of Scripture which I have 
hitherto adduced, insomuch that my conscience is taken 
captive by the word of God, I neither can nor will re- 





‘ tract anything, well knowing that it is neither safe nor 


advisable to do aught in opposition to the conscience. 
Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise, God help me! 
Amen,” 

PERSONAL INDEPENDENCE.—A man who was promi- 


nent in efforts at reform, was once rebuked by a man, 


sharpened their intellects; so that, on 


who said to him, “ Why, all the world is against you.” 
“Then,” replied the bold man, “I am against all the 
world.” See also the three Hebrew children (Dan. 8: 
17,18), Also Daniel (Dan. 6: 10). ‘ 


CHEYS08STOM’S COURAGE.— When Chrysostom, who 
lived in the Fourth century, was threatened with 
banishment if he renained a Christian, he replied to 
the Roman emperor: “Thou canst not, for the world is 
my Father’s house; thou canst not banish me,” “Bat 
I will slay thee,” said the emperor. “Nay, but thou 
canst not,” said Chrysostom, “for my life is hid with 
Ohrist in God.” “I will take away thy treasures,” 
“Nay, that thou canst not,” was the reply, “for my 
treasure is in heaven.” ‘Bat I will drive thee away 
from man, and thou shalt have no friend left.” “Nay, 
that thou canst not,” said the good man, “for I have a 
friend in heaven, from whom thou canst not separate 
me,” 

THE REJECTED STONE.—Spurgeon tells of a temple, 
the stones for which were prepared at the quarries and 
brought in their perfected forms to the site of the build- 
ing. At last came a stone which baffled the builders. 
It fitted no place they found. Time after time they 
tried it, but each time it was rejected, until it lay neglected 
in the rubbish. But, when the temple was about 
finished, the very capstone of all was missing. What to 
do, was the perplexing question. In the emergency one 
remembered the stone so often rejected. It was sought, 
and found, and lifted to the place, and lo, it fitted ex- 
actly. The building with it, was complete, So, many 
a time has Jesus been rejected, but many in life’s emer- 
gencies have sought and found him, and he has been all 
their souls desired. 


THE ONLY NAME—In Judges 12: 1-6, we find an 
illustration of a word, which was the one word to save 
the lives of the E,hraimites, Their inability to pro- 
nounce, Shibboleth, cost them their lives, 

JESUS’ NAME —Almost every name used among men 
has a distinct meaning, and was originally used because 
of what it meant. George, means a worker of the ground, 
and was doubtless first used by a farmer. Peter, means 
a rock, and it was bestowed by Jesus upon Simon, be- 
cause it expressed Simon’s assigned relation to the 
church. He who was first called George, was described 
by his name. His name told what he was. A person 
who believed on his name, believed on him as described 
by that name. So Jesus means a Saviour; he who is 
Jesus, is a Saviour, and we must so believe on him. 
Over a hundred names are used in the Scriptures to set 
forth the full glory of our Saviour. 
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UMMONED BEFORE THE COUNCIL. 

Apostles TEADFAST IN FAITH. 

; , ALVATION IN JESUS’ NAME, 
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COINCIDENCES OF SCRIPTURBS. 
[The Ven. Henry ot of Exeter, in The Bible Ray. 


ant oe knowledge of them that they had been with Joss — 

MONG the many coincidences in Holy Scriptures, 
A following seems worthy of notice, vigd cathe 
twen Acts 4: 415, and St. John 18 : 12 17. 

In the former we read of St Peter and §, 
John er summoned before the Sanhedrim on the og. 
casion of the healing of the impotent man at the Beautify) 
gate of the temple. At this meeting of the Sanhedrim (a 
very largely attended one) were present Annas and Oaia. 
phas; and after the answer of St. Peter, St. Luke describes 
the effect which that answer had upon the members of the 
Sanhedrim, in these words (Acts 4:13): “ Now when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived” 
[or rather, having ascertained, or having hae revious 
knowledge. See Acts 25: 25, where the word is ren. 
dered “When I had found’’] “* that they were unlearned 
and ignorant men, they marvelled, and they took knowl- 
edge of them” [or rather, they recogpized them. Seg 
Acts 3:10; 12:14; 19:34; 28:1; where the same 
word is used in the original, evidently in this sense] 
“that they had been with Jesus.” 

It is often supposed that the meaning of these latter 
words is, that the Saphedrim attributed their boldness to 
their intercourse with Jesus. But this seems hardly 
consistent with their wishes, or convictions, that Jesus 
was no other than an impostor. 

A truer interpretation of the words would be, that 
the members of the Sanhedrim, and especially Annas 
and Oaiaphas, recollected at the moment that they had 
seen these two disciples in the same “‘ palace of the high 
priest” not many more than forty or ny Py before, 
when Jesus himself stood before them in judgment, 
One of the two, St. John, was personally known to Caia- 

has, and therefore, probably, to Annas, his father-in- 
aw (St. John 18:13). For St. Johh owed his means of 
entering into the palace of the high priest on that occa- 
sion (it would seem) to his acquaintance with Caiap 
and was emboldened by that same acquaintance to ob- 
tain entrance thereto for St. Peter also. All this is 
shown in St. John 18: 15,16: “Simon Peter followed 
Jesus, and so did that other disciple: that disciple was 
known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into 
the palace of the high priest, But Peter stood without 
at the door. Then went out that other disciple which 
was known unto the high priest, and spake to her that 
kept the door, and brought in Peter.” 

And so the sudden recognition of the two apostles by 
the Sanhedrim was in truth a recollection of their having 
seen them at that former most momentous trial in that 
same “ palace,” and their surprise at their boldness was 
intensified by the fact that on that former occasion they 
had seen them nna g dong and humiliated, and that one 
of them had denied his Master. 

Now, if this be the true interpretation, we have here 
a very striking undesigned coincidence between two in- 
dependent historians, St. Luke and St. John, whose ac- 
counts were written and published at a considerable in- 
terval from each other; the Acts of the Apostles 
written somewhere about A. D. 64, St. John’s Gos 
not until A. D. 90, or thereabouts. S:. Juhn’s later ac- 
count records the circumstance on which was grounded 
ie, seeepeliion recorded by St. Luke so many years 
earlier. 

This coincidence, then, may be taken as among not 
the least remarkable proofs of the veracity of these two 
inspired writers. 


THE NOBLE DECISION. 
[From Vaughan’s Church of the First Day.] 


FOR that spirit which breathed in the apostles, when 

they said, We cannot but speak / They meant surely, : 
ur hearts are full of these things, and they wil! utter 
them: if we would suppress, if we would conceal, if we 
would be silent, we dnot! This is the faith which 
does Ohrist honor. This is the faith which makes con- 
verts. Not that cold, calculating principle, which makes 
a dry and formal mention, in places and companies most 
unsuitable, of the words and phrases of the Bible; but 
rather that:-overflowing of the abundance of the heart, 
which is all natural, all genial, at once brave and mod- 
est, at once serious and cheerful, at once elevating 
human. Yes, my brethren, in this, as in all else, we 
must begin at the source: out of the heart are the issues 
of life: first know Christ as your Saviour, and then let 
the light that is within shine forth into that which is 
without also. 

There is a tribunal below: and there is another tri- 
bunal above. And these are contrary the one to the 
other—so that he who would satisfy both cannot! The 
one is seen and temporal; the other unseen but eternal. 
Who can doubt which of the two we ought to live fort 
Who, when the question is stated in words, would fail to 
reply, We ought to obey God rather than man, It cannot 
be right to hearken unto you more than unto God. 
And many of us, I doubt not, if sinners would entice 
wickedness, or if scoffers 
would draw them into a direct denial of their 5 
viour, would have courage enough to give that sl 
swer. But not thus most often does the question 
us: not thus often is the question answered. 
thus: but rather in a thousan irenets for little dail 
compromises, no one of which of itself to yer 
the main issue between hearkening to the world 
ee God. The trial is ever proceeding ; never, 

orld, decided. Yet is it, in reality, life or 





for death; and one day we 8 all hear 

God give us in that day a safe deliverance; that, having 
pray hereon may confess us there, and make 
us glad forever with the joy of his countenance! 
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THOSE GOLDEN TEXTS. 


WHAT OUR NEIGHBORS SAY. 
{From The National Sunday School Teacher.) 


N the Congress we took occasion to express our belief 
as to the impolicy of the selecting of the golden texts 

by the committee, first, on the ground that the committee 
never was authorized to do so, and, secondly, because of 
their being so often inappropriate to the lesson as the 
expression of its central truth. Our definition of a 
golden text was: “ An expression in Scriptural langu 
of the main truth of a lesson.” Dr. Vincent said in 
reply that that was not the definition of the committee, 
who regarded it only as an expression of one of the most 
important truths in the lesson. But Dr. Randolph 
of the duties of the committee 
said in regard to this duty in particular, that it was the 
effort of the committee, in selecting the golden text, to 
express the main truth of a lesson. That evidently 
everywhere has been understood to be the object of a 
golden text, and so we may assume that Dr. Randolph 
was right in that particular, and that Dr. Vincent was 
wrong. If it has not that purpose we do not want it at 
all, for then, being so prominent as it is, it would call 
attention away from what is the main truth of a 
lesson. 

Considering that the committee meet annually only, 
or, sometimes, perhaps, semi-annually, and then have 
before them the task of selecting both the lessons and 
the golden tex's, with the limited time they have at 
their command, they have done wonderfully well in 
their choice of texts. No one is more ready to do them 





honor in this regard than ourse'ves. Still, often, the 


topic which we have placed right under their selection 
has silently expressed our disagreement with their 
choice. The main objection to their continuing the se- 
lection is that it isin the nature of a.c mment on the 
lesson, and is too authoritative a suggestion of what 
should be taught. Lesson-writers look at the lesson 
through the golden text, and see it in the color which it 


gives. They find themselves studying it with reference 
to enforcing its truth instead of the main truth of the 
lesson itself. They should ‘come to each lesson with a 


desire to find out for themselves what special great truth 
it teaches, and not with somebody else’s opinion of what 
that is. We lose originality of investigation in this 
way. The cause would be profited much more by the 
independent expression of each lesson-writer than a 
servile following of the selection of a committee, 

We carry our pet idea of uniformity too far. We not 
only want all the Sunday-schools in the world to put on 
the same dress, but insist that they shall wear the same 
gold colored ribbon. We might as well insist that in 
all respects —_ shall be alike, and make it incumbent 
that each one shall sttidy the same topic and the same 
analysis. That is Poae out the plea of uniformity in 
regard to the golden text to its legitimate conclusion. 
We think we can see a way out of this. The committee 
now suggest certain verses of each lesson for memorizing. 
Let us give them some name that will be as captivating 
as that of the golden text, and throw around them the 
same auroral, sentimental halo that we have around 
that; let them be called “ Memory Gems,” “ Precious 
Jewels,” “Sparkling Brilliants””—anything that will 
satisfy the poetical taste of the committee, and remit 
the choice of the golden texts to the various lesson ex- 
apr a who then would not be led in wrong directions 

y the choice made by the committee. We should then 
have no less sentiment and much better lessons. Shall 
it be done? 


{From The Ilustrated Christian Weekly.] 


The committee who have been appointed to suggest 
the course of Scripture lessons to be pursued by the 
Sabbath-schools of this and other eg mets aren 
lands, have been accustomed to suggest, in addition, a 
golden text, to accompany each lesson, This text is 
supposed to embody, in Scripture language, what the 
committee regard, not n ly as the central truth of 
the lesson, but certainly as one of its most important 
truths. To this course some of our contemporaries object, 
on two grounds: first, that the committee have no au- 
thority to select golden texts; second, that their action 
in selecting them, impairs somewhat the originality and 
freshvess of treatment of the various writers who are en- 


gaged in preparing lesson-papers on the International 


It is true that the committee have no authority to 
select golden texts for others’ use; indeed they have no 
authority of any kind. The stream can rise no higher 
than its source, and the convention of Sabbath-school 
workers which appointed the committee had no au- 
thority. They do not impose golden texts, or an In- 
ternational series, on unwilling Sabbath-schools. If 
they were to attempt to do so, no one would be more 
ready to join the rebellion than The Illustrated Christian 
Weekly They simply suggest, they do not legislate ; 
and no particular authority is required for such sugges- 
tion, There is nothing whatever to prevent any Sab- 
bath-school from moditying or rejecting either the gol- 
den texts, or the series to which they are attached ; and 
itis no infringement on the liberty of the few to select 

own texts, that this committee, after careful con- 
sideration, submit for the approval of the many, a fitting 
text for each lesson. 

For the same reason we are unable to see why their 
ee _— oo with the independence or yond 

ity of those who are engaged in preparing Sa 
bath-school lessons on the: International series. They 


y do, as we have occasionally done, modify the lesson 


by adding. either directly or indirectly, such additional 


Scripture as seems to them necessary for the develop- 
ment of the truth; and they may substitute another 
golden tex*, or suggest. a criticism on the one that has 
been cffered, The committee do not attempt to manacle 
the teachers or the writers; and he who converts the 
suggestions of the committee into handcuffs, to restrain 
his own liberty, has only himself to thank for his self- 
imposed bondage. 

To us the committee have seemed to be remarkably 
successful in their selection and adaptation of golden 
texts; we are personally indebted to them for their 
painstaking in this work; and we hope that they will 
continue it. We believe, also; that this is the general 
desire of the great body of Sabbath-schools workers. 


{From the Ciristian Guardian, Toronto, Can.) 


Though many think the selection of a golden text, 
conveying the central thought of each lesson, is a 
t help to both scholars and teachers, some of.the 
unday-school papers object to it. The chief objection 
is that the committee are to select the lessons without 
note or comment; but that the golden text is often made 
the means of putting a special interpretation on the 
lesson. We are not aware that it is claimed that these 
interpretations have been in the interest of any creed ; 
but that they have sometimes given a doubtful ea) ope 
rather than the true meaning of the lesson, can hardly 
be questioned. Take for example, the lesson on the 
death of Saul and his sons. The g:lden text for this 
lesson is: “The wicked is driven away in his wicked- 
ness,” This evidently suggests the Jewish idea, that 
Saul and his sons were cut off, because of their wicked- 
ness. And it would follow as a natural inference from 
this, that in other cares of similar fate befalling indi- 
viduals, we may conclude that they suffer because of 
their wickedness. This teaching is open to grave ob- 
jéctions. Was not Jonathan, a noble and man, 
among the slain? Nor have we any evidence that Saul’s 
other sons were wicked men. Rather might the facts be 
taken as an illustration that a similar ou' ward fate often 
befalls the righteous and the wicked. N» just interpre- 
tation of the Scriptures will warrant us in assuming that 
we may judge men’s characters by the outward pros- 
perity or adversity that befalls them. This idea was 
evidently widely prevalent among the Jews, and is re- 


He there dec'ares that the fact of Pilate slaughtering 
certain Galileans, or the tower in Siloam falling on 
eighteen men, did not prove that the men who suffered 
these things were grenfer sinners than others. 

The lesson on the rebellion of Absalom has for the 
golden text Prov. 30: 17, teaching that Absalom’s ter- 
rible death was a punishment for his rebellion against 
his father. This is open to the obj section we have already 
mentioned, - It is also open to the further ones that 
it ignores the deeper meaning that David’s disbadience 
to God’s law in marrying a heathen wife, and surround- 
ing himself with a harem, brought him deep trouble and 
sorrow. Weare inclined to think our Sunday-school 
teaching should give gre ter prominence to the exp si- 
tion of doctrinal truths. In these times of prevailing 
heresy and skepticism, the religious instruction of the 
young should prepare them to give a reason for their 
faith, and to intelligently reject the false teaching to 
which they may be exp sed. 


(From The Advance.]} 


THE SunpAy ScHoot Times thinks “these golden 
texts” better be given up; that the International Lesson 
Committee were appointed to select lessons, but not to 
suggest interpretations of them under cover of “ golden 
texts.” Taoat unwarranted liberties might, in this way, 
be taken with mischievous results, is quite probable; and 
that mistakes can be pointed out in certain selections of 
golden texts that have been made by the committee is 
clearly enough shown in the article referred to. We 
have never considered the committee infallible, Just 
criticiems, like these in the Times, will do them no harm, 
Bat on the whole they have done wonderfully well. 
Their responsibility is immense. One almost trembles 
to think how easily they might, by a few grave mistakes, 
imperil the whole scheme of uniform Bible study. The 
existing plan is a singularly beneficent fact; but that 
does not make it to be necessarily a fixture. Taat de- 
pends. It will pass away, like other schemes useful in 
their day, if it ever ceases to be the best. Our own 
opinion is, that so long as “texts” can be selected, such 
as will embody, as in a‘crystal, the most central truth of 
the lesson, they will, as generally heretofore, prove to be 
of ve t use. Sometimes the fault has Baan in the 
ill selection of the lesson, which had no unity, rather 
than in the choice of text. If ever the committee (and 
theirs is not a life-time service) show themselves to be 
wanting in discernmant, we shall vote for a change. 
And we are now prepa to suggest one change. It is 
that this committee, instead of being composed entirely 
of men, might well be supplemented by the addition of 
two or three ladies, 


[From The Independent.] 


The adding of these texts to the passages selected for 
study must necessarily fix to some extent the drift of 
exposition and of teachiag. This has certainly been 
done unwisely, if not erroneously, in several instances. 
be — to say wap the line vl sag er -_ 

ected passages is open to serious objection, and for 
another year had better be abandoned. . . 

No one questions the desirableness of the fullest uni- 





buked by the Saviour in the thirteenth chapter of Luke. | in 


thoughtfal ons seriously quostion whether this com- 
mittee can fairly set even a8 sriptural stake by which the 
course of lesson interpretation must be or even may be 
guided. ‘“ Without note or comment ” was certainly the 
spirit in which they were to present selections for study. 
Ic is, however, undeniab'e that the most weighty of 
notes and comments are often in the form of a text; 
nor does the fact that this comes from the Bible guar- 
ante: that those following it in another passage of 
Scripture shall not stop short, or go beyond, or perhaps 
utterly miss the mind of the Spirit. ' 


[From The Lite Christian.]} 


Some of our exchanges are very much exercised on . 
the subject of the International golden texta.: The 
right of the sélection committee to append these motto- 
texts has been disputed, on the ground that they are 
comments on the lesson, real interpretations, whereas 
the committee was authority merely to select the passa- 
ges without note orcomment. It is true, we think, that 
some of the golden texts have been very injudiciousl 
selected. Yet we would not be willing to part with this 
system of special texts to be treasured in the memories 
‘ot scholara, In future years many of us will be able to 
recall the lessons of pagt years by these precious texts as 
we meet them. Let the committee be more careful in 
selecting these texts. Let them be chosen from the les- 
son text, if thought best. But let us have golden texts, 
say we, now and evermore, 


{From The Oongregattonalist.] 


The International Lesson Committee are now under- 
going some gentie sculdiog for so far excoeding their 
powers as to select the “ golden texts.” Every golden 
t-xt, it is claimed, is in the nature of a comment, and 
indicates the truth which, in the c»mmittee’s opinion, 
ought to be emphasized. We should think the com- 
mittee might be trusted as far as that without danger of 
sectarian abuses. But we hope the discussion may pro- 
ceed until it bas served to do away with the phrase 
“ golden text,” which is silliness, and a humbug. 


[From The Illustrated Bible Studies.] 


Tae Sunday-school Congress at Plainfield, N. J., 
the first week in March, proved to be a valuable gather- 

g.... The question which, as a point in discussion, 
elicited most interest, was the one relating to the -— 
ness, or otherwise, of the “golden texts.” While 
usually helpful, they were occasionally, it was urged, 
caer misleading. It is not unlikely that in future 
they will be selected with somewhat more care. 


[From The Sunday School Mag 1z'ne.] 


All those en in preparing lesson papers, exposi- 
tory notes, and other Sunday-scnool helps are left en- . 
tirely free to their denominational views. Nothing but 
the ledgoum text is furnished by the committee ; and so 
careful are some, lest a shade of sectarian or denomina-. 
tional interpretation should be given, that they chal- 
lenge even the selection of the golden texts. 


[From The Standard. 


Among the complications of the machinery of Sun- 
day-school teaching, “ golden texts’ have found a place. 
Tue Sunpay ScHoon Trmés thinks they had better be 
given up, and remarks that the International Lesson 
Committee were a ag to select lessons, but not to 
suggest interpretations of them under the cover of 
* golden texts.” ; 


[From The Examiner and Chronicle.) 


Tue Sunpay ScHoon TIMEs — objec's to the 
selection of the “ go:den text,” appended to the Inter- 
national lessons by the L2s30n Committee, as out of 
the line of their duty. For this objection it gives... 
cogent reasons. 





TEXTS WHICH ARE GOLDEN. 
(From The American Sunday School Worker.) 


f ig bo is a beautiful thought of the lamented Dr. 
James Hamilton. Sappose that every one were to 
mark in golden letters the text which has been the 
means of saving souls, The Apostle Paul would mark 
the words, ‘Saul, Beal, vig persecutest thou me?” for 
it was these words, spoken by Jesus from the dazzling 
light, that made him a new creature, In the Bible 
the Macedonian jailer the letters would be found at Acts 
16: 31—"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved’; for embracing this simple offer he re- 
joiced, believing in God witn all his house, Martin 
Luther would print the text, ‘‘'The jast shall live by 
faith,” in gold, for that text, spoken by the gentle Ys 
of the vicar-general, guided him to peace; and 
young monk of Erfurth, reduced by fasts and tears and 
struggles to the v of the grave, found rest in the 
wounds of Jesus. In the Bible of Bunyan the mark 
would be found at,“ Yetthereisroom.” It was a 
the lattice of these words he first saw the cross, 
thought God pet them into the Bible to meet his special 
case. And the Ironside soldier would indicate Eccl, 
11:9; for it was there the bullet stopped which, but 
for the on Bible; would have pierced his breast ; 
and when the battle was over he read, “ Rejoice, O 

man, in thy youth, and let ig Hecwng cheer thee 

days of Ay Fares See the ways of thine heart, 


rE 





formity possible in our Bible studies; but very many 


of 
th tof thin ; but know: thou that 
for all these things God will bring thee into jadg- 
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PAPER DISOONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWAIS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH I8 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATE, vs 





A MINISTERIAL association after discussing “ warmly ” 
this resolution, ‘That our church polity is the best 
calculated to reach the masses,” has “‘ decided to con- 
tinue the discussion ” at the next regular meeting some 
months hence, Wouldn’t it be a good plan for the dis- 
putants to go out meantime and test the question prac- 
tically? The masses are waiting. Try your church 
polity on them, “The proof of the pudding,” etc. 


A Orecun ar signed by “ Hayes, Arlington & Oo.” in- 
viting young girls to come to Philadelphia to accept re- 
munerative situations in the Centennial Exhibition, has 
been widely scattered through the country. Payment is 
promised for expenses and advance wages, and the girls 
are counseled not to consult their parents, but to leave 
home clandestinely. The proposition is a villainous one. 
Any girl accepting it would dosotoher ruin. No agents 
of the Centennial Commission advertise for any helpers, 
male or female. This circular has been repeatedly de- 
nounced in the public prints; but it is still sent out. 
The Women’s Ohristian Associations of Philadelphia 
and New York have issued an earnest warning against it. 


How easy it is to sneer at the best methods of Bible 
study ever attempted. “Our Sunday-schools ought to 
teach the Bible more thoroughly and connectedly,”’ said 
a prominent New York clergyman in a recent address. 
He wanted to know, moreover, ‘“‘ What possible relation 
there could be between the death of Absalom and the 
ascension of our Lord, two lessons which lay in juxta- 
position with each other.” Yet that clergyman, we 
venture to assert, often preaches on the same day two 
sermons of which the themes have no more obvious rela- 
tions than the lessons ‘he criticises. Perhaps, however, 
he would say that he never attempts to teach the truth 
either “thoroughly” or “connectedly.” We couldn’t 
join issue with him on that plea, 


ANXIETY lest the Centennial Exhibition should be 
open on Sundays is still manifested in various quarters. 
And this is a good sign, if indeed there were any danger 
of such an opening, But the Centennial Commission 
took its stand very early in favor of an observance of the 
Christian Sabbath, as declared in the letter of General 
Hawley, its president, And now, as an additional con- 
firmation of the hope that the plans of evil-doers are 
not to triumph, Mr. John Welsh, president of the Board 
of Finance, co-operating with the Centennial Commis- 
sion, has written a letter, in response to a question on 
this point, as stated in Zhe Watchman, in which he de- 
clares : 

The Commission has acted on the subject of your note. 
Indeed, it was done at one of its earliest sessions, As it now 
stands, the Exhibition will not be open on Sunday. 

These two statements would seem sufficient to put the 
matter fairly at rest; for neither General Hawley nor 
Mr. Welsh could now give his consent to a Sunday 
opening of the Exhibition without the sacrifice of his 
reputation for integrity and fairness, and both gentlemen 
stand too high to be suspected of double-dealing with 
the public on such a question. It is indeed gratifying 
to have these assurances that the sacredness of the Lord’s 
Day is not to be wantonly disregarded by those who, in 





& sense, represent the American people in this Oenten- 
nial year. The Christian public seems united in the 
conviction that if the Exhibition were to be open on 
Sundays the whole Centennial celebration would prove 
a national curse. So positive is this conviction that no 
man lives in America who could retain his good name if 
he were instrumental in the Sunday opening of the Ex- 
hibition. He would go down to posterity in infamy. 


WE suggested not long ago that some men thought 
themselves temperate if they abstained from intoxica- 
ting beverages “between drinks,” We now find that 
temperance of this kind is actually held up as peculiarly 
meritorious. A correspondent of the New York Observer 
declares that recently at St. Patrick's Roman Catholic 
Church, Soho Square, London, a large number of the 
communicants took a solemn pledge, as an act of merit, 
to abstain from all intoxicating drinks for forty-eight 
hours, “except at meal times.” 

Nearly every one present went up to the communion rail- 
ings and received the Indulgence shamrock from the bands 
of the Rev. Father Beckley. Inclosing the shamrock was a 
scroll, which contained the following: ‘‘I promise, in honor 
of St. Patrick, to abstain from intoxicating liquors (except 
at meal times) from twelve o’clock at noon, the 16th of 
March, till twelve o’clock at noon.the 18th of March, and I 
offer this act of mortification for the good of my soul, and 
to avert the anger of God, so justly deserved on account of 
the prevalence of the sin of drunkenness. Also three hun- 
dred days’ indulgence each time a Catholic shall induce an- 
other to accept and keep this truce. O Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee !”’ 

Moreover, we learn from the English papers that the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, as president of the Church of 
England Temperance Society (which advocates temper- 
ance in but not abstinence from the use of liquors) has 
decided on a conference “ between brewers, distillers, 


and licensed victualers, and those engaged in this tem- | 


perance movement,” in order that the moderate drinkers 
may talk with the liquor makers and dealers “as Chris- 
tian men with Christian men, as to the way in which 
they can co-operate in this great and important move- 
ment.” It is very well—so far as it goes—for men to 
stop drinking between meals even for a couple of days. 


And doubtless the effort to secure that degree of temper- 


ance is more hopeful than is the proposition to induce 
rumsellers to co-operate in any plan for diminishing the 
sale of liquors. Those who profit by the consumption of 
intoxicating beverages will be more ready to shake 
hands with an archbishop than to cleanse their hands of 
the foul business by which they roll in wealth while 
their customers roll in the gutter. 





TESTING THE SCHOLARS. 


\ he does not surprise us that good Dr. Bright of The Ex- 
aminer and Chronicle, doubts the correctness of our 
statement that scholars in the average Sunday-school 
would stand a better off-hand examination on their les- 
sons week by week, than would members of an average 
congregation on the sermons preached to them, or stu- 
dents in the average theological class on the lectures to 
which they had listened, Yet we are confident that our 
opinion as above stated is fully warranted by the facts. 
We do not believe that five persons out of ten in an 
average congregation could tell at the close of an ordi- 
nary church service on what general theme their clergy- 
man had preached. Moreover, if the examination were 
postponed until the middle of the week, we do not be- 
lieve that one person in ten could tell what was the sub- 
ject of the sermon heard by him on Sunday, or what 
was its text, or what was any statement made, or illus- 
tration used by the preacher in his discourse. On the 
other hand, we believe that more than five out of every 
ten scholarsin an ordinary Sunday-school could tell at 
the close of the school session what was the general sub- 
ject of their day’s lesson, and could even do this at any 
time in the following week. Soin any comparisor, up 
or down from the average, we believe that the Sunday- 
school would, in its knowledge of the lessons taught, be 
shown in advance of the congregation in its knowledge 
of the sermons preached. 

There is a good reason for this difference. Some 
scholars, at least, know where their lesson is before 
they come to the Sunday-school, and have even looked 
it over in advance of its teaching. How many, on the 
contrary, of the congregation have been informed before- 
hand of the subject of the sermon? As a rule the 
preacher springs his theme upon his people when he an- 


‘nounces his text; and not everybody in the house is just 


then all attention to his utterances. Moreover, most 
teachers ask questions of their scholars, and get answers 
in reply. Wherever a scholar has thus taken part in the 





recitation of a lesson, he knows far more concerning 
that which he his talked about—to the extent of his 
correct answers—than he possibly could through being 
& passive hearer under the most elcquent preacher on the 
same theme. How often does a clergyman ask questions 
of his congregation and get answers back again? He 
does not feel called tothat. Preaching is God’s agency 
for summoning men to repent, for declaring to sinners 
the way of salvation, and for arousing sluggish Chris- 
tians to activity. Teaching, or catechising, is God’s 
agency for instructing his people in doctrine, 

The mind of the student in the theological seminary 
is subject to the same laws as minds elsewhere. . If he 
is taught by a living teacher, by a man who ¢atechises as 
he teaches, according to the methods, for instance, which 
were pursued by Dr. E G. Robinson, at Rochester, or 
which are followed by Dr. M. B Riddle, at Hartford, he 
is likely to learn as quickly as if he were under the same 
teacher in the Sunday-school. But if he sits passively 
under a lecture, takes no notes, and answers no questions, 
it makes little difference whether the lecturer who ad- 
dresses him is eloquent or stupid. Learning comes 
through teaching. Teaching is a co-operative work. 
The Sunday-school plan is based on the teaching idea, 
The pulpit plan is not. Nor asa rule is the lecturing 
plan, 

Examinations to test Sunday-school scholars in the 
knowledge of their lessons are far more frequent than 
examinations to test congregations in their knowledge 


of sermons; hence many a teacher understands the 


limits of his scholars’ attainment, while most preachers 
are utterly in the dark concerning the appalling igno- 
rance of their hearers on the themes of recent discourses, 
We have witnessed enough experiments in both lines to 
have a basis of intelligent estimate. We have seen a 
country Sunday-school brought in before a congregation 
and questioned for an hour on a full year’s course of 
study, bearing the examination most admirably. We 
have also seen an intelligent city congregation ques- 
tioned in the afternoon on the text of the morning’s 
sermon, and with the most humiliating disclosure of 
general ignorance. And these are but specimen facts of 
many from our experience. All our observations have 
tended to the conclusions we have here announced. 

Just at this time there comes into us the subjoined re- 
port from a country Sunday-school,which bears directly on 
the point at issue, We give it as one illustration out of 
a host which might be furnished to show the work now 
doing in our better class of Sunday-schools throughout 
the land. Where is the congregation that could stand a 
similar test concerning sermons as satisfactorily? The 
report is from the Rev. 8S. W. Pratt, pastor of the church 
and school referred to. He says: 

A new feature was introduced into the Sunday-school of 
the Presbyterian church, Prattsburg, N. Y., at the close of 
the quarter ending March 26, namely :-a written examina- 
tion upon fifty printed questions, proposed by the pastor, 
upon the lessons of the quarter ; teachers and scholars parti- 
cipating. The result was highly satisfactory, and an enthu- 
siasm for more thorovgh study has been aroused. The aver- 
age number of questions answered correctly by the teachers 
was forty-four [out of fifty], and by the scholars also forty- 
four. Seven answered every question. One class of seven 
members averaged forty-eight and one-seventh, and another 
of six members, forty-seven and one-third. The lowest 
number answered by any. one was thirty-two. The school 
quite generally participated, and desire to try it again at the 
end of the next quarter. 

There is still need enough of reform in the teaching 
of the Sunday-school, but already it is far in advance of 
every other church agency for teaching. 





GOLDEN TEXTS—ONCE MORE. 

te will be seen by the additional extracts which we 

publish this week from various religious periodi- 
cals that the discussion of the golden text question is by 
no meansatanend, The infelicity and unfitness of some 
of the selections in this line by the International Lesson 
Committee is admitted by most of the writers on the sub- 
sect, Yet the hope is expressed by some that more care 
jn the future will give more appropriate golden texts; 
while there is a reluctance on the part of others to take 
any such exception to the plan of the lesson committee 
as may endanger the integrity of the present system— 
which is on the whole so admirable, Others again in- 
sist that a common memory text should be selected from 
the lesson itself, or the whole idea of such a text atan- 
doned, 

_ We wish to have it clearly understood that our reason 
for giving prominence to the common excepiions to the 
golden texts is, that we believe that this excrescence on 
the original plan endangers both the integrity and per- 
petuity of the present International lesson system, Too 
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much cannot be said in praise of that system; nor is too 
- guch honer likely to be awarded to the noble men who 
- go cheerfully give their time, tglents, and energies to the 
lection of the themes of common Bible study. They 
have faithfully and wisely done the work which they 
were requested and which they undertook to do for the 
Sanday-school workers of America. In the later addition 
to that work, which they as a committee were induced to 
attempt, they were influenced, we have not a doubt, by a 
simple desire to further the interests of those whom in a 
peculiar manner they represented. We believe further, 
that when they see the necessity of conformirg again to 
their primal plan they will be prompt to abandon an ex- 
periment which on trial has been found an unwise one. 

There certainly can be no question that the original 
plan of an International Lesson Committee involved the 
idea of the simple designation by its members of passa- 


ges of Scripture, without note or comment, for study by. 


all who would join in adopting the suggested schedule. 
In accepting the trust reposed in them, those who were 
named for that committee virtually pledged themselves 
to conform to the understood limits of their appoint- 
ment, With the first year’s list of lessons the commit- 
tee named no golden texts—offered no comment in any 
form on the selected passages of Scripture. Dr. Vin- 
cent afterwards visited England, and while there he ar- 
‘ranged with the London Sunday School Union for the 
selection of “a single text of Scripture for each week of 
1878, selected from our lessons or relating to them,” to 
be.called “International Texts,” and to serve as “a 
more general advertisement of the plan for 1874 ” in the 
Erglish schools. ‘‘The London committee appointed a 
sub-committee to select such texts” for 1873, and Dr. 
Vincent “promised to present this selection to the 
workers in America, and to request that, as far as possi- 
ble, they be chosen as the golden texts of our series, or at 
least published in our magazines as International Texts.” 
This request of Dr. Vincent was deemed as in no sense 
“an official, but only a personal suggestion,’ and so the 
common golden text idea was suggested. 

The next year the International Lesson Committee 
announced for 1874 a full list of “ golden texts” to ac- 
company the lessons, and thus the excrescence showed 
itself on the before fair plan of common Bible lessons 
without note or comment. That the suggestion of these 
texts was in the nature of a commentary—of an official 
declaration by the committee of: what was supposed to 
be “ the central idea of the Scripture studied,” does not 
admit of a fair doubt, however any may now ask us to 
consider it in question. The International Lesson Com- 
mittee itself has so announced the theory of the text 
selections. In the formal written report of that committee 
presented to the National Convention at Baltimore last 
spring, it was declared : 


Since the second year of their appointment, the commit- 
tee, in addition to presenting a schedule of lessons, has also 
suggested alist of ‘‘ golden texts,” which are thought to 
embody, in a single verse or less, the central idea of Scrip- 
ture studied. These ‘texts’ have been adopted by the 
Sunday-schools connected with the London Sunday School 
Union, as well as by most of our own. 


Dr. Vincent, it is true, declared at the Plainfield 
Congress, that when the members of the committee were 
not agreed as to what was the principal thought of the 
lesson, they emphasized one of its thoughts even if nof 
the chief one. But as all of these commentary texts 
are alike termed “ golden,” the public is not informed 
just which are the indisputable and which are the cém- 
= texts—which are leading and which are mis- 

g 

Ithas been said by some, that the members of the 
lesson committee are quite as competent to decide what 
isthe leading thought of a passage of Scripture as are 
the writers of lesson helps, and that they are also as 
fritly to be trusted in that line. Neither the ability nor 
the fairness of the members of the committee is called 
inquestion. As individuals they do excellent service in 
the preparation of lesson helps; but in their place on 
the committee they are not called to exhibit either 
ability or fairness in comments on their Scripture se- 

. Commenting is not the lesson committee’s 
business, 


The strongest argument in favor of the retention of 

Mie golden text excrescence on the International lesson 
Plan is the desirableness of a common memory text 
throughout the country. But this result can surely be 
‘Mtained through the designation by the committee of 
‘MY one text for that purpose out of the selected pas- 
es. The intimation that in some of the lessons no 

ige is worthy of such honor, would be a reflection 

tthe worth and fulness of the Scriptures themselves, 

) Verne indicated should not be offered as embodyfhg 





‘the central idea of the Scripture,” but as one worthy 
of memorizing by all. As Mr. Hazard suggests, it 
might be called the Jewel Text or the Diamond Text, 
All could memorize it, and as it would appear for study 
in its immediate relations to other portions of the lesson 
its selection would be neither invidious nor misleading. 

It is true that the members of the committee “ do not 
impose golden texts, or an International series, on un- 
willing Sabbath-schools ;” but thousands of Sunday- 
schools desire to conform to the International series of 
lessons, and weuld like to adopt those lessons with all 
the acccmpanying recommendations made by the Jesson 
commitiee. The breaking away from the committee’s 
schedule by lesson-writers might seem to be the begin- 
ning of the end of the delightful unity which has pre- 
vailed in connection with this system; hence we have 
urged and do urge that the committee shall recognize 
the obvious cause of friction in the attempted comment 
on the lessons by the selection of golden texts from out- 
side, and shall secure all that is worth having by a 
common memory text out of the lesson itself week by 
week, In any event we would have it understood that 
the comments made on the lessons by the lesson com- 
mittee are not to be taken as a guide in the lesson study, 
since their designation is in every instance unauthor- 
ized, and their practical rejection is in some cases a duty, 





RICHARD P. CLARK. 


T is with sincere regret that we chronicle the sudden 
death of Richard P. Olark, one of the active Sun- 
day-school workers in New York and Brooklyn. 

Mr. Clark is perhaps more widely known through his 
Sunday-school hymns than in any other way. One of 
his earlier bymns “ Marching Along,” beginning— 

The children are gath’ring from near and from far, 

The trumpet is sounding the call for the war, 
has been sung for years, by tens of thousands of inter- 
ested children. He has been of late an active represen- 
tative of the New York Sunday-School Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation, Occasional contributions from his pen have 
appeared in the columns of Tuz Times. . The following 


| tribute to his memory by the superintendent of the Sun- 


day-school in which he was last a teacher will be appre- 
ciated by those who best knew him: 


Another veteran in the cause, has, been removed. On 
Monday, April 17, Richard P. Clark, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
died after an illness of only nine days. Many of your rea- 
ders will receive this intelligence with great surprise, as they 
recall scenes very recent in which he was an active partici- 
pant. Mr. Clark was for many years an eminént and suc- 
cessful teacher of adult Bible classes. For several years con- 
nected with the Rev. Dr. Cuyler’s church and Sunday ‘school ; 
his later association has been with the Puritan (Rey. C. H. 
Everest’s) church and school. During te past nine years he 
has here conducted a young ladies’ Bible-class, numbering 
about thirty members; and has had the pleasure of reaping 
rich results from his efforts, in the conversion of many 
among them. His constancy in ‘‘ drawing the net,’ or in 
other words watching for indications of the working of the’ 
Divine Spirit upon the minds of his pupils, was one great 
secret of his success. 

In his blackboard scheme for the lesson, April 2 (which 
was the last Sunday he appeared before his class), occur the 
following sentences, since rendered newly significant : 


“HE IS COMING’—“LAMPS TRIMMED AND BURNING.” 
“SOME WILL BE SUA)... “HOW WILL I BE?” 


His contributions to the Sunday-school hymnology were 
numerous; one entitled ‘‘ Weary no more”’ (Royal Diadem, 
page 20), was sung at his funeral service. He was alsoa 
frequent contributor to Sunday-school periodicals, and a 
constant attendant of the various gatherings of workers in 
New York and Brooklyn. His genial countenance and im- 
petuously earnest manner will be missed in much wider cir- 
cles than the church and school who especially mourn their 
loss of a prince among workers. D. B. H. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


subd sliatiiledin 
PRING TIME with its flowers isjust at hand, How to 
J work the flowers as gardeners, may be learned from 
the books on agriculture, or by personal experimenting. 
But how to use flowers as a means of good, if not asa 
means of grace, is a matter for us to discuss just here 
and now. The Bible Flower Mission, of London, has 
been doing a noble work in this line. From its own 
record the following account is taken : 

In the early spring of 1874 a snowdrop, primrose, and two 
or three violets, which had been casually inclosed in a letter 
to an East End worker, were passed round her sewing-class 
of 200 poor old widows, “for each to have a smell,” and 
then divided and given to three dying Christians, one of 
whom breathed her last fondly clasping them. From that 











time flowers were collected through the medium of ‘ Womens’ 

Work,” ete., and during the season distributed by the ladies 
at the Home of Industry among the sick in the neighboring 

courts, and in different hospitals. Having seen the won- 
derful effects produced by flowers, not only in cheering suf- 

fering ones, but in obtaining access to the darkest haunts of 
sin and misery, it was thought’ they would prove a valuable 

aid in the work of carrying the gospel to many hearts and 

homes in connection with the visit of Messrs. Moody and 
Sankey to London. To accomplish a wide-spread distribu- 

tion of flowers and texts, it was necessary not only to estab- 
lish depots in central positions where flowers could be re- 
ceived, but to have a band of truly missionary workers at- 
tached to each, who could take the flowers to their various 
destinations, and tell the old, old story to the recipients, in 
loving words, or with the voice of song. By the kind per- 
mission of Mrs. Pennefather and Mies Macpherson the Cen- 

tral Depots were opened on March 30, 1875, at the Confer- 
ence Hall, Mildmay Park, N., and the Home of Industry, 
Commercial Street, Spitalfields, E. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday, a number of ladies meet to receive the boxes and 
arrange the flowers in the text bouquet-holders, before taking 
them to the different horpitals, etc. The average number of 
bouquets sent out weekly from these depots has been between 
three and four thousand. 


In this beautiful bounty forty hospitals, thirteen work- 
houses, and eight missions have shared. Similar move- 
ments are reported at towns in France, Germany, 8 wit- 
zerland, and Italy, and one is in full operation at Sing- 
apore, India. The work of sending flowers to the sick, 
has long been practised by individual schools and 
churches in this land, but we are not aware of any gen- 
eral organizatéon, such as that described above, for doing 
this work among us. 


In connection with the opening exercises of worship 
in the Sunday-school, the Ten Commandments and the 
Apostles’ Creed—one or both—are in many places re- 
cited by teachers and scholars collectively. In the 
Third Presbyterian Church Suanday-school, of Newark, 
N. J., the superintendent has made an arrangement of 
the Creed, by which the separate statements are illus- 
trated and enforced by appropriate verses of hymns, as 
shown herewith : 


[The words in Italics are repeated by the school col- 
lectively. The verses are sung to the tunes noted.] 
THE CREED. 


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth ; : 
“O God, we praise thee and confess 
That thou the only Lord 
And everlasting Father art, 
By all the earth adored.” 
—(Coronation.) 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was con- 

ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary ; 
‘“ Christ is born, the Great Anointed! 
Heaven and earth his praises sing, 
Oh, receive whom God appointed, 
For your Prophet, Priest, and King.” 
—(Rathbun.) 
Suffered wnder Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead,: and 
buried ; 
“ Alas, and did my Saviour bleed, 
And did my Sovereign die! 
Would he devote that sacred head, 
For such a worm as E!” 
—(Avon.) 

He descended into hell ; the third day he rose from the dead ; 
he ascended into heaven, and siiteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty ; 

“ Christ hath arisen! death is no more. 
Lo, the white robed ones sit by the door; 
Hark ! angel voices fall from the skies, 
Christ hath arisen! glad heart arise !’’ 
—(Some cheerful tune.) 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
“The Lord shall come, a dreadful form! 
With tongue of flame, and robe of storm! 
On cherub wings, and wings of wind; 
Anointed Judge of all mankind.” 
(Luther’s Judgment Hymn.) 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Chwreh': the 
Chmmunion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

“We praise the Holy Ghost. 
We love thy church, O God! 
And saints with sins forgiven, 
Through thy most precions blood. 
And may we rise, O Lamb once slain ! 
And with thee reign, beyond the skies. Amen.” 
—(Lenox ) 

In this school, after the recitation of each Command- 

ment is sung the response : 


‘ _ Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this. 
aw.’ 


This is followed by the sum of the Ten Command-- 
ments, 


With all thy soullove God above,  —™ ? 
And as thyself thy neighbor love. ” 
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FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 


—_>———— 


THE MODEL LESSON. 
[The Rev. Robert Hood, in The Sunday School Chronicle.) 


: HERE are we to get the model lesson for the Sab- 

bath-school ? 
the Bible. We do not disparage the use of cards, cate- 
chisms, and manuals; but these should never be used in 
place of the Bible. We speak from many years experi- 
ence as to these things. Oatechisms, etc., may be used 
with advantage for a few minutes each Sabbath in the 
school. They may afford instruction and wholesome 
variety to the scholars; but the strength of the teacher, 
and the t part of the available time must be re- 
served for the Bible lesson, in which the chief interest 
should culminate, Then, and then only, will the scholars 
be cons to say to one another, as they retire from 
the school, “ Did not our heart burn within us while he 
talked with us .... and while he opened to us the 


by = Se ad 

ow can we have a model lesson? We should inti- 
mate the lesson on the Sabbath preceding. We-should 
not d on the scholars themselves consulting the 
printed slip. If possible, the teacher should, in a sen- 
tence or two, give them an idea of the drift of the les- 
son, or, better still, throw out a few curiosity-excitin 
questions, and tell them that by reading the lesson at 
home they will fiad answers to such queries. Never, 
however, ask them to do more than you think it is likely 
they will perform ; otherwise you will lessen your in flu- 
ence. Let the teacher, as early in the week as possible, 
carefully read the lesson, and let it steep in his mind 
during the week. Gardeners often steep the seed be. 
fore Fog Me Day by day thoughts and’ illustra. 
tions will suggested. What he sees, and hears, 
and reads in commentaries, or elsewhere will contrib- 
ute their quota to the lesson. Clear facts are the 
basis of clear thoughts; and, if convenient, he might 
commit to writing a few of the thoughts. This will 
marshal and systematize them, and conduce mightily 
to clearness and fluency of expression on the forthcom- 
ing Sabbath. Let the teacher talk about the lesson to 
his friends; let him turn up parallel passages in the 
Bible; and, above all, let him, in simple, earnest prayer, 
invoke the blessing of God upon his-.studies, upon the 
class, and upon the lesson. 

When the Sabbath comes round, more light, more fra- 
grance, and more unction will be thrown on the lesson 
in the course of the regular services in the sanctuary. I 
do not think it is advantageous for a teacher to absent 
himself from the church for the purpose of studying the 
lesson. I would advise him to be present at the regular 
services, that he might be in full sympathy with the 
minister and with the penbes Missing a service is 
like missing a link, and the mirsing of that link may 
put the teacher to a serious disadvantage. The tone, the 
temperature, and the enthusiasm reached in the church 

ces become the tone, the temperature, and the en- 

thusiasm in the Sabbath-school. t of all, the lesson 
must be calculated to make the scholars truthful, honest, 
sober, brave, independent, kind, generous, and obliging. 
It should be calculated to intensify their abhorrence of 
lying, stealing, cowardice, meanness, and selfishness. 

here must be no pet hobbies held up, no questionable 
theories explained, no ble doctrines taught 
and no indelicate subjects hinted at. As every roa 
leads to London, every lesson should lead to t 
Though Carist may not be mentioned in the Bible les- 
son, the Christian teacher will have no difficulty in 
showing how the sin or the holiness, the good or the bad 
stand io relation to Jesus Christ. Ohildren have intelli- 
gence sufficient to understand the gospel. Faith is easy 
for the young. Early decision is of supreme impor- 
tance :-— 

’T will save them from a thousand snares 
To mind religion young. 

Ohrist, therefore, must be exhibited in the lesson as a 
Saviour and a Master. A Saviour to believe in, and rest 
upon for the salvation of the soul. 





WINDING UP THE CLOCK. 
[J. M. Gregory, LL:D., in The National Sunday School Teacher.] 


EN are like clocks. Their outward acts come from 
an interior force; and this hidden force is liable 
to a gradual waste. It needs regular renewals. Like 
the clock, the man must be wound up. The uncoiled 
spring and the run-down weight have lost their power, 
and wag must be Aen fet ym clock wilk stop. z 
too the spent feeling, the ‘forgotten purpose, the 
tired-out resolution lose their power. T pa must be 
renewed in power—re-wound—or the man stop like 
the run-down clock. Or if he keeps on it will be from 
the mere power of habit—a dull, automatic movement 
without life or energy. 

Some clocks run longer than others; but all are kept 
going by repeated windings. So with men; some are 
eight-day clocks, some monthly, while others need wind- 
ing up each twenty: four hours. 

he reason is clear. It is a law of the feelings that 
they weaken with time and repetitions. The truth 
that powerfully excites us on a first view comes 
in time to be contemplated with calmness if not 
with indifference, The cause which once fired us with 
enthusiasm is finally viewed without emotion. A new 
and deeper or broader view must be had to rekindle the 
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which va within these walls that can carry us 
through contest,” said one of the early orators of 
the Revolution to the crowd of enthusiastic patriots who 
thronged Faneuil Hall. 

Good Bishop Butler noticed this deca: 
the sensibilities, and showed how that 
ioe af Dente _ ips poser ae av 

feeling. © good man continue to do g 
from the power of habit, even when for the time the 
emotion of benevolence is absent. Our religious guides 
have also noticed this instability of feeling, and so 
urge us to act from principle, and not trust to the 
sensibilities, The advice sounds well, but conscience 
refases its highest approbation to deeds which do 
not come fresh from the heart. e all commend the 
“ faith which works by love’ Good principle is a om § 
to wind up the heart with. It is new inspiration, fr 
feeling, a renewed resolve, which carries the day. 

In all great enterprises there comes the necessity of 
“winding up the clock.” The novelty wears out. Faculties 
grow meee labors often become tame and 
tiresome ; heart covets new aims and fresh delights. 
The mssses of men cool quickly. Armies and schools 
tend to become demoralized. ost men are one-day 
clocks. They persevere only by splicing one persever- 
ance on to another. There are few six month clocks’ 
Only rare souls have the gift of persistenae. A great 
victory is made up of a thousand small victories, mingled 


tendency of 
e increasing 
part to supply the 


& | often with many defeats, The law of success is to keep 


on trying after the last failure, Let us make an es 
tion. Do not many of our Sunday-schools suffer for lack of 
winding up? In some the superintendent is run down; 
in others it is the teachers. In others the whole school 
has a slow, monotonous, melancholy tick which tells that 
its driving power is nearly exhausted. 

The first step toward a cure is to understand the dis- 
ease. The superintendent who needs winding up is 
easily recognized by others; though he may not always 
know his own condition. He falls into hum-drum ways; 
lags in interest; shows no inventiveness of his own, and 
is reluctant to see or accept improvements suggested by 
others. He is too much occupied to study the lessons, 
or attend a teachers’-meeting. The mote which is in 
his own eye he fancies to be a beam in the eyes of others, 
and imagines that it is their lack of interest and not his 
own which makes the school so dull and uninviting. 
The same marks, though in a less conspicuous form, show 
the run-down teacher. But it is less important and less 
agreeable to dwell on the signs of decaying force than 
to ascertain the means of recruitment. ‘ 

At the bottom of all true and noble work, as also of 
all good and noble character, must lie sound and deep 
convictions—a firm hold and belief of some life-depart- 
ing, duty-commanding truth. These convictions are the 
underlying force which give motives their power. Just 
as gravitation gives to the clock weight its moving 
power, and as ticity gives the main spring its force, 
so this mental gravitation and elastic force of a great 
conviction give power to the ordinary motives which 
animate the teacher, or other spiritual worker. Now it 
must be confessed that the fundamental truths on which 
the Sunday-school rests are the grandest truths we know 
of God’s character and of man’s destiny—truths whose 
eternal might and grandeur forbid the thought that 
we shall ever exhaust them, any more than we can ex- 
haust gravitation. The teachers’ and superinten- 
dents’ view of these divine truths may be narrow, 
and their feeling of them grow faint and feeble. Let 
them struggle for deeper and grander views. Let them 
beware of supposing that the narrow sweep of their 
vision has taken in the whole compass of God’s sublime 
and eternity- filling mercy or of man’s endless destinies. 
Who is yet able to comprehend “what is the breadth 
and length and depth and height, and to know the love 
of Obrist which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fullness of God.” All the great 
teachers and preachers of the Christian faith, have been, 
like Paul, remarkable for their d and sublime grasp 
of these truths. It is the thought of these that coils the 
main spring within us to its highest tension and sets the 
soul running with a resistless energy in its Christian ca- 
reer; each soul according to its measure; for some of us 
are only one-day clocks while some are eight or thirty 
day time keepers. 

Our clock parable might stop here, but there are some 
other points worth considering, 

We have shown the main spring, but where are the 
keys—the little outside things which help to do the 
winding? What superintendent or teacher ever atten- 
ded a wisely-managed and warm-hearted Sunday-school 
convention or institute, and did not return home feeling 
that he had been wound up,—that there was an increase 
of power in him? Or what one ever sat down to read 
thoughtfully a good teachers’ magazine, who did not rise 
up with a consciousness of fresh force and new born 


zeal? These are splendid keys. They wind by whole- 


sale. As well a clock without a key to wind it, as a 
teacher without these sources of new strength and inspi- 
ration. Nor are these all. The teachers’s weekly meet- 
ing, the visit to some good neighboring school, the visit 
of neighbors to our own school, the private talk with 
our fellow-teachers, our pupils, or our pastor, and grand- 
est of all the visit to God and from God in the place of 


rayer,—all these are so many keys to wind us up to 
fresh efforts and fresh successes. 


And here the parable ends. We leave its application | 


to those concerned. If our sometimes seem hard 
and hopeless; if our schools fail to meet our wishes ; if 
we find that the beautiful ideals which so filled us with 
enthusiasm nave Groen dim and powerless; J we have 

wn weary an our strength failing, let us look 
the truth fairly in the face. Let us wind up the clock 
nga sore rp a Ma, Bung a right spirit 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


[Information for this department—including early reports of Con. 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—w{) 
be thankfully received.) 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 

















California, State, at San Jose May 9-11, 1876, 
Wisconsin, State, at Janesville May 9-11, 1876, 
Missouri, State, at Kansas City...... May 16-18, 1976, 
Illinois, State, at Jacksonville..... May 23-25, 1876, 
Maine, State, at Belfast -May 23-25, 1876, 


New York, State, at Utica.......-0..srooessereseesccsseeeseessseses -June 6-8, 1876, 














Nebraska, State, at Fremont.. June 6-8, 1876, 
Indiana, State, at Fort Wayne June 6-8, 1876, 
Ohio, State, at Dayton.......... June 6-8, 1876, 
Connecticut, State, at Winsted June 6-8, 1876, 


Pennsylvania, State, at ROAding.......--eserresssrerreresees June 18-15, 1876, 











Towa, State, at Council Blufts..... June 13-15, 1876, 
Minnesota, State, at Stillwater...... June 18-15, 1876, 
Kentucky, State, at Frankfort June 20-28, 1976, 


Assembly for Central New York, at Cazenovia Lake, June 13-22, 1876, 
Conference, at Sea Grove, N. J.......-ccresseeecesseseeeee June 25, July 2, 1876, 
Assembly of the Northwest, at Clear Lake, Iowa...June 27-July 5, 1876, 
Parliament, at Well’s Island, St. Lawrence River....... July 19-26, 1876, 
Centennial Assembly, at Ocean Grove, N. J......sscscsee July 22-80, 1876, 
Chautauqua Assembly, at Fair Point, N. Y.........00000 August 1-15, 18976, 





NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 

. Christian Association. Led by the Rev. Principal Cavan, of Knox 
College. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 3 p.m. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons, 


New Haven, Conn., Union Normal-class, with lesson study, second 
Monday evening of each month, in different churches. 


Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


New York, Normal-class (Union), meets every Thursday at 4.45 p.m, 
in the chapel of Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church. Ralph 
Wells, conductor. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday. at 4'P.m, 

New York, Primary Normal]-class (Union), at the chapel of Madison 
Square Presbyterian Church, every Saturday, at 3 P.m. 


New York, Sunday School Teachers’ Association (Union), at the 
Broadway Tabernacle, corner of Thirty-fourth Street and Sixth 
Avenue, on. the third Monday evening of each month. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the First Reformed Church, 
rear of City Hell. Ralph Wells, conductor. Every Thursday 
evening. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study in the Y. M. C. A, 
Hall, every Saturday at 4 p.m, Led during April by the Rey, 
Charles R. Baker. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth, 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 
cept July and August, 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
noon, at N, E. corner of Twelfth and Walnut Streets. Also, every 
Thursday evening at the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4 P.m., at No. 8 North Charles Street. 


Washington, D. C., Teachers’ Normal-class in Y. M. C. A. Hall, every 
Saturday, at 6.30 P.M. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday in Dr. 
Post’s Church, corner Tenth and Locust Streets. Led by the Rev. 
C. A. Van Anda. 


St. Louis, Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for Institute work 
the first Tuesday evening of each month, in Dr. Post’s church. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 


Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Association, (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 


SCOTCH TEMPERANCE CONFERENCE. 


T a temperance conference held in Glasgow, last 
month, under the auspices of the United Evangelistic 
Committee of Scotland, some startling statements were 
made as to the extent and progress of intemperance in 
Scotland. As reported in Zhe League Journal, the Rev. 
Mr. Pirie said: 


Is it sufficiently borne in mind that there never was 4 
time when there was such an amount of intemperance in our 
midst as at the present moment; and that this intemperance 
abounds to an unparalled extent among those who dwell in 
the poorer parts of the city, and are dependent for their 
daily bread upon the labor of their hands? No doubt, in a 
conference of this kind, there will be diversities of opinion, 
as to the best means of curing intemperance ; but I am sure 
we shall be at one as to the existence of the great evil itself. 
All men of common sense and common observation see and 
deplore it. It is, unbappily, our national, our social curse. 

. « » Few men were ever stimulated to any course of moral 
action by a mere array of figures. But here are the facts of 
the case. In Edinburgh we have upwards of eight hundred 
licensed shops, i. ¢., one for every two hundred of the inhab- 
itants,—i. ¢., one for every thirty families ; and with such an 
extensive agency at work, need you wonder that the results 

apparent as they are? They say # division of labor 
not only facilitates the process, but turns out a superior arti- 
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cle. Witness, we say, the results of this division of labor, io 
the desperate and unmitigated drunkenness, for which your 
city is becoming famous, and: before which strangers and for- 
eigners hold up their hands in absolute astonishment! I hold 
in my hand a list of persons holding certificates for the sale of 
excisable liquors within the city of Edinburgh for 1873-4. 
And what do I find? I find those licensed shops most thickly 
planted where one would fancy them least required. In the 
High Street, thirty-eight; in the Canongate, forty-three ; in 
the Cowgate, thirty-five; in the Grassmarket, eighteen; in 
West Port, sixteen ; in Lawnmarket, thirteen ; in Rose Street, 
twenty-four; in Pleasance, nineteen; in Nicholson Street, fif- 
teen. I have simply to say, that with these figures before me— 
whether you tell me that the demand creates the supply, or 
the supply creates the demand, this state of things is most 
unfair,—this ridiculously, extravagantly, multiplied facilities 
for getting drunk—in those districts of the city where there 
is Jeast money, least sense, I fear to guide it—and where the 
power to resist temptation is reduced to a minimum! I 
often feel how sickingly hopeless it is to try to contend 
against such fearful odds, Fancy thirty-five spirit shops in 
one small street, which you could walk from end to end of in 
five minutes! I know God can carry on his work in spite 
of all such obstacles; but God carries on his work by means 
of human instrumentalities; and assuredly some circum- 
stances make that work more arduous than others. I do 
not know a brother in the territorial field, I do not know a 
city missionary who is not ready to confess that this drink 
curse is the most formidable obstacle ‘in the way of success! 


Captain Brotchie touched the following point not com- 
monly considered in such a gathering : 


There was no class of men about whom he was more anx- 
ious than about the ministers, becduse they were good and 
useful, and because he wished to make them better and more 
useful, he wished to persuade them to become abstainers. 
One stormy December night he arrived at the door of a 
manse and met the minister, who said that he scarcely ex- 
pected he would come upon such a night, and he must take 
a glass of whiskey. The captain replied that he did not 
take whiskey. Then the minister said “ You will take a glass 
of wine.” Again he replied “ No.’ The minister's lady 
then interfered saying, “ Don’t tease the captain, perhaps he 
is a teetotaler.” He replied, “ Yes, I am to the back bone.’’ 
The minister then slipped away, and she whispered in the 
captain’s ear, “ Introduce that subject, and press it upon my 
dear husband.” When the minister came back, he said to 
him, “‘ You are good and useful, but you would be a thousand 
times more so if you would only connect yourself with our 
movement. Just come amongst us and give up the drink 
altogether.” He replied, “Me connect myself with a tem- 
perance society! I never was a drunkard.” The captain 
replied, ‘“‘I have you like a nail fastened in a sure place. 
Did your Lord and Master, anticipating his incarnation, say, 
‘Me go down to the earth; me dwell in human nature; me 
suffer for the fallen human race; I never was a sinner!’ 
Yet he did it. You area minister of Jesus would not stoop 
forsooth to connect yourself with the temperance move- 
ment, even to help to save your fellowmen? When he went 
back the next year, the minister hailed him at the door of 
the manse and said, “‘Come away, dear friend; I have never 
touched drink since you were here last: year.” Captain 
Brotchie concluded by saying that he was anxious that our 
ministers and churches might arise and do God’s work in 
God’s way, and have done forever with this evil. 


In the following statement the Rav. Mr. Olark, of 
Barrhead, justified the fears of Captain Brotchie, and 
showed the encoursgement to faithful preaching: 

He was at the conference thirteen months when he in- 
timated that he knew seven ministers who had fallen victims 
to intemperance. The number had increased since then. He 
maintained that the best safeguard to themselves was to ab- 
stain altogether from the use of strong drink. Much might 
be done by the faithful preaching of the gospel, and by the 
exercise of his discipline. In his church there has been 
half-a-dozen of publicans, He preached away, and only or- 
dinary, not special, discipline was used. Now there are not 
asingle publican in the congregation. The last man volun- 
tarily gave up the trade. He possessed a grocer’s license. 
The efforts of temperance reformers must be principally di- 
rected towards saving the young and obtaining legislation, 
with the object of getting rid of the drink traffic altogether. 


In a paper on “The influence of the use of alcoholic 
liquors on the interests of religion at home and abroad,” 
the Rev. Dr. William Reid, of Edinburg, said: 


There is much injury done to religion even by what is re- 
garded a moderate use of liquor. Notice how it acts. It 
prevents religious conviction. Alcohol makesa direct attack 
Upon the seat of intelligence, it has a direct tendency to dis- 
turb that fine intellectual system by which truth is apprehen- 
ded, and to sear the conscience by which its power is felt. 
Who then, in face of this fact, will maintain that the moder- 
ate use of alcohol, is in no way detrimental to our religious 

nm ? Again, when religious convictions are made, it 
fends to deaden them. Cases might be given in which alco- 





holic liquor has been resorted to for the purpose of getting 
rid of religious convictions. When truth has been carried 
home to the conecience like a barbed arrow, in the whiskey 
bottle there has been found the healing balm. And even 
when grace has taken possession of the heart, what a battle 
has it often had to fight with a pre-established love of liquor ! 
I knew an old soldier, whose uniform life was that of a child 
of God, but who occasionally fell on receiving his quarter’s 
pension and meeting with his former companions-in-arms. 
I knew another in whose case there was a periodical struggle 
between what appeared to be his new na'ure and what I 
might call a hereditary love of strong drink. Monthly the 
appetite came back upon him with resistless force. How 
touching the case of Newman Hall’s father! After his con- 
version he frequently fell into the depths of intemperance, 
and shed tears of remorse, and uttered earnest 'cries to God 
for help with renewed determination to set forth on the path 
of temperance. If total abstinence had been known then, 
there cannot be a question that all these six or seven years of 
misery, and all these frequent failures, would have been pre- 
vented. He was one of those to whom a single glass was 
like a spark in gunpowder, so much so, that after he was en- 
tirely delivered from his besetting sin, and had become an 
elder of the church, so conscious was he ef danger that 
though he handed round the cup on sacramental occasions for 
fifty years, he never allowed one drop to pa-s his lips, know- 
ing that God would accept his service, for “the kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink, but righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost.” But not till he became an abstainer 
did he obtain deliverance. It may be alleged that it is the 
duty of all such to abstain. Is ab-tinence, then, I ask, the 
duty of such and of none other? Is it to become on all 
social occasions the brand of previous excess? “I never 
drink at a dinner table,” said a minister to the late Professor 
Miller, “ when I know there is one present who loves liquor.” 
“Then,” replied the Professor, ‘when you are seen turning 
down your glass, the question will go round, I suppose, who 
is the drunkard we have got with us to-day?” But Chris- 
tians ought to abstain for their own sake, as well as for that 
of others. Who is sure of safety in the practice of moderate 
indulgence? Nor can it be doubted that many of the scan- 
dalous falls of professing Christians, not apparently connected 
with temperance, may yet be traced to what is considered 
moderate indulgence. When is it the heart approaches most 
boldly forbidden territory? Is it not when thus moderately 
excited? All will admit that excess is injurious to piety; 
but are the feelings which moderate indulgence awakens, the 
companions which it makes for us, and the practices to which 
it often leads, favorable to the growth of grace in the soul? 
And can we for a moment doubt, that a cause like this may be 
denying us the indwelling of the Spirit of God? One day a 
lady accosted me in a tramway car. “Thirty years ago,” 
she said, “I used to meet you at a certain house, which she 
named; a family, I may mention, almost every member of 
which became a victim.” ‘Then you were an abstainer and 
I was not. Only lately has the Lord Jed me to eee with you 
in this matter, but since then he has blessed me as he never 
did before—b!eased me in my own soul, and blessed me in my 
efforts on behalf of others, Would I had long ago seen as 
you then saw! In that case I might have helped to avert 
the ruin of a whole family.” The car stopped and she left; 
but these few words were to me, from one whom I might say 
I know not, as the voice of God. 

But again: It begets a social condition unfavorable to 
religion. What is to a great extent the social condition of 
our non-church going population? Destitute of refined tastes 
and possessed of an appetite, the gratification of which has 
been their chief education, they abandon themselves to unre- 
strained sensualism. Whiskey jg the chief joy of life. They 
may get food, but they must get whiskey. Now, what can a 
missionary do among such a people? A devoted minister, who 
is not an abstainer, lately paid a visit to the Edenburg police 
office. In one cell he found thirteen persons recovering 
from the effects of drink. He began to preach to them 
Jesus, but had not proceeded far when he was interrupted 
by a man who declared that his well-meant efforts were vain. 
“So long,” said he, ‘“‘as you keep the public-houses open, 
you don’t give usa chance of accepting the gospel. Shut 
them up, and we may attend to our soule—we earnestly pray 
they were closed every one; but so long as they are open, 
we cannot resist their temptation;” and all in that cell, save 
a half-witted looking creature, said “ Amen!” Permit me to 
give a single instance, showing what an advantage absti- 
nence gives to a minister in dealing with such, cases. The 
Rev. John Griffith, M. A., rector of Neath, tells us that a 
Quaker friend did much to enlighten and instruct him. 
Meeting with this young philanthropist shortly after enter- 
ing on his present charge, he was congratulated by him on 
his zeal in attacking the sin of drunkenness which so gener- 
ally prevailed in the parish; and then. asked, “ Wilt thou 
tell me how many converts thou hast had from drunken- 
ness?’ “T fear none,” was the reply. “ Well,” said he, 
“thou hast tried what preaching will do, and what lecturing 
will do ; suppose thou wilt try what example willdo!” The 
appeal was irresistible, It may now be reasonably asked 
what. have been the resulta of his professing teetotalism? 





Eight hundred persons in the course of eighteen months 
signed the teetotal pledge; seven hundred young people 
became members of the “ Band of Hope.” The whole moral 
aspect of the town became changed ; sobriety was soon in the 
ascendancy, as frequenting public-houses ceased to be con- 
sidered respectable. The stumbling-block having been re- 
moved, the work of philanthropy and religion progressed. 
“T might fill columns,” says Mr. Griffith, “with the mention 
of the fruits of those labors. I shall only mark out one for 
especial notice—viz., the increased influence the profession 
of total abstinence conferred on me, not as an individual 
citizen, but as a minister of the gospel. By avowing myself 
on the side of total abstinence, my influence increased ten-~ 
fold,” This is but one of numerous testimonies by ministers 
of the gospel, to like effect, which I might adduce, Now, all 
this augmented influence for good was lost, so long as Mr. 
Griffith practised moderate indulgence. And such is the in- 
fluence for good which every minister of the gospel and every 
private Christian is depriving Christ’s cause the benefit of, 
so long as he remains identified with our social drinking 
usages. 


NEW YORK TERACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
MONTHLY MEETING. 


HE regular monthly meeting of the New York Sun- 
day School Teachers’ Association was held at the 
Broadway Tabernacle, Thirty-fourth Street and Sixth 
Avenue, on Monday evening, April 17. The lesson for 
the coming Sunday was taught by the Rev. William F. 
Tucker, D D, and an address was delivered by the Rev. 
Samuel H. Virgin, pastor of the Harlem Congregational 
Church, on 





‘EARNESTNESS IN TEACHING, 


The most valuable of gifts, the speaker said, that man 
can obtain is earnestness of soul. He pointed out, as 
an instance of this truth, Mr. Moody, whose labors have 
been so abundantly blessed. He hoped the time would 
soon come when it would be as natural to speak of an 
earnest Christian as it is now to speak of an honest and 
good Christian, In the lesson for the coming Sabbath, 
we would find the source of all true earnestness. We 
read that as the apostles were gathered together on the 
day of Pentecost, the Holy Ghost descended upon them 
in the form of cloven tongues of fice. Here we have 
the Holy Ghost as the model teacher. Its symbol is a 
flame of fire, Is there anything more earnest than fire? 
They who would teach must be filled with this fire, and 
they who are not so blessed must look around for other 
service, or wait until. they be so enriched. In Isaiah 6, 
we read that there came a fire from heaven. Fire again 
is the symbol of earnestness. We are exhorted to be 
filled with the Holy Ghost, He would interpret that to 
be filled with fire. 

We should be carefal, however, that our earnestness 
does not become merely enthusiasm. There is a vast 
amount of spurious enthusiasm in the world, Many are 
filled with this and others wonder at their earnestness, 
but their wonder turns to derision as the enthusiast be- 
comes cold and callous. That kind of earnestness is 
feeble; it is from without, not from within, The true 
enthusiasm is that which comes from the constant in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit, and a teacher thus endowed 
will surely be successful. 

Earnestness comes from deep conviction of the truths 
which we present. The age in which we live demands 
this. The soul must be utterly and entirely consecrated 
to God, and it is only when his soul is deeply impressed 
with his convictions that the teacher cau teach with 
earnestness. Think of Christ, was he not earnest? and 
of Paul? The speaker then referred to the effect of 
earnestness. There are doubtless, some who would ask, 
Is it any better to be calm than earnest? Or, are there 
not some truths which should be presented coolly. He 
would answer then, No! whatever be the subject, if we 
bring it before our scholars earnestly, we may be sure 
that good will come of it. We are taught to covet earn- 
estly the best gifts, let us then covet this. And we will 
find our reward, if not in this life, then in the blessed- 
ness and glory to come. 

The death of Mr. Richard P. Olarke, an earnest and 
well-known worker in the Sunday-school, was mentioned 
by the chairman of the meeting. 





OTHER GATHERINGS. 
N Wednesday and Thuraday, May 17, 18, the annual 
convention of the Jo Daviess Oounty Sunday School 
Association, will be held in Galena, Illinois. Their pro- 
gramme is packed with practical topics ; “ Hand-shaking 
and sociability in order,” at the middie of the morning. 
session ; and the “ Question-drawer and convention om~- 
nibus” closing up the afternoon work. 


An Internationsl Temperance Convention is to meet 
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in Philadelphia, on Tuesday, June 13, and it is expected 
to be in session three days. Various aspects of the 
work will be assigned to sections for consideration. 
Special sessions conducted by the leading temperance 
organizations will be held ; with public addresses, break- 
fasta, ete. Delegates are invited from churches, religious 
bodies, and all Temperance organizations. Those ap- 
pointed are requested to report at the earliest practicable 


‘moment to J. N. Stearns, 58 Reade street, New York. 


The Rey. B. W. Chidlaw sends this mention of the 
Rush County, Indiana, Sunday-school convention: The 
anniversary of the county Sunday-school convention 
was held on the 6th and 7thof April, at Rushville. One 
hundred and ten delegates were present, representing 
forty-nine schools, five hundred and seventy teachers, 
and three thousand four hundred scholars. During the 


‘year two hundred and seventeen scholars were hope- 


fally converted and entered upon the Obristian life. One 
township was found without a Sunday-school, and mea- 
sures were adopted to secure its exploration, and if pos- 
sible to arrange two or three schools, The revivals en- 
joyed in the churches of the county will furnish active 
men and women to engage in the good work. 








PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


an 


DELEGATION of workers from St. Louis attended 
the Texas Sunday-school convention at Dallas, last 
week, 


" —It is asserted by the Methodists of Savannah, Ga., 
that a Sunday-school was formed there by John Wesley, 
140 years ago, and that the American Sunday-school 
school which cannot date its origin back of that is a 
comparatively recent affair. 


—At the annual meeting of the Park Reformed Sun- 
day-school, Jersey City, held April 11, a series of reso- 
lutions expressive of sorrow at the loss of the wife of 
the Rev. John Howard Snydam, pastor of the church, 
and of sympathy with the pastor in his bereavement, 
was passed by the officers and teachers. It was resolved 
that these representatives of the school would attend 
her faneral in a body. 


—A missionary of the American Sunday School Union 
in Nebraska writes: “In one of the districts where I 
organized a Sunday-school, last month, are seventy chil- 
dren, but only two professors of religion—a man and his 
wife. He was elected superintendent, and she was 
chosen to be his assistant. They have a large field to 
work in, as the school districts north and east of them 
are both without a professor of religion in their bounds, 
and a number from each will attend their school. There 
were but few Bibles in the neighborhood. One of the 
oldest settlers, having a large family of children almoat 
grown, had no Bible in his house.” This missionary 
organized three new schools during the past month re- 
ported by him, and visited and aided several others. He 
rode twenty five miles to take charge of one of these 
schools on a Sabbath when the superintendent was not 
able to attend, 


_ -two, years’ work of the American Sunday 
School Union, in its Southern department, is thus sum- 
marized by the Rev. John McOullough, of Kentucky, 
the veteran superintendent of that department: ‘The 
following is a summary of our work in the South: 10,556 
new Sabbath-schools organized, numbering 71,534 teach- 
ers, and 597,520 scholars. Aid has been given to 20,200 
old schooler, and the foundations of thousands of churches 
are now reckoned among the results of this work, Dur- 
ing the past year our missionaries have organized 390 
Bible-schools, numbering 2,034 teachers, and 15,969 
scholars; aided and addressed 729 old schools, number- 
ing 41,677 teachers and scholars; distributed 2,757 Bibles 
and Testaments; delivered 1,397 addresses, and visited: 
3,222 families. There is not a more inviting field for 
Christian effort in the wide world than is open to-day in 
the South, where millions are starving for the bread of 
life.” 


—On Wednesday evening, April 19, the Moody and 
Sankey meetings at the Hippodrome in New York were 
brought to an end. They had continued without inter- 
ruption for ten weeks and three days, There is but one 
opinion expressed concerning their value. Some indi- 
cation as to their direct results, is found in the fact that 
for tickets to the young converts’ final meeting, over 
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and in doing so, gave a reason for the hope that was in 
them. The general interest rose to the end; the final 
meetings beiug immense gatherings. The approaching 
close of the work impressed all the workers with the need 
of doing quickly and earnestly what their hands found 
todo. More than the usual directness and pungency of 
appeal was apparent therefore at each service. On Sun- 
day evening the Emperor of Brazil occupied a seat upon 
the platform. At the later sessions an effort was made to 
raise $250,000, for the work of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association. The objects sought were the payment 
of the debt on their building; and the providing of en- 
larged means of prosecuting their evangelistic work in 
the future, On Tuesday this effort netted some $123 000, 
which was further increased on Wednesday to $135 000. 
Arrangements for a continuance of meetings were an- 
nounced as follows: at Association Hall, the daily noon 
meeting, the young men’s meeting on Saturday evenings, 
and the young converts’ meeting on Monday evenings ; 
also, meetings in Dr. Orosby’s church on Thursday and 
Friday nights. The final meeting at the Hippodrome 
was a reunion of the singers, workers, ushers, and con- 
verts, and while this was proceeding in the Madison 
Avenue Hall, workmen were dismantling the Fourth 
Avenue Hall, as the building is to be immediately occu- 
pied for other purposes. ; 


—The wonderful blessing that has attended the ser- 
vices of Messrs. Hall and Oree in Texas, seems to prove 
that no other state in the union is so ripe as that for 
Ohristian work. Their time has been quite limited, in 
many places not more than one day, and yet everywhere 
they have found a great eagerness on the part of all 
classes to listen to the simple truths of the gospel. Their 
work was opened by a convention of Christian workers, 
in the special interest of the Young Men’s Ohristian As- 
sociation, held at Houston, March 23-26. It was the 
first gathering of the sort ever held in Texas, and in 
point of numbers, enthusiasm, and spirituality has not 
been surpassed by many of the conventions in the older 
states. The discussions were very practical and helpful, 
and the delegates went to their homes, not only with 
enlarged ideas of the importance of work for young 
men,—a class that form so large a proportion of the 


| population of Texas—and with new methods and sug- 


gestions to apply to their home work, but thoroughly 
imbued with the revival influences which pervades all 
the sessions, ‘ 

No such audiences had ever been seen in Houston as 
filled the large Opera House at the gospel meetings Sun- 
day afternoon and evening. All classes were represented 
from the highest to the lowest, and hundreds were there 
who never are seen inside of achurch. The Spirit was 
present in power, bringing in cold and inconsistent 
Ohristians to confession and prayer, and large numbers 
of the unconverted to earnest inquiry after a personal 
Saviour. It was a day long to be remembered. All 
prejudice and reserve was bruken down, and the most 
prominent men in the community openly said, “ Pray 
for me.” The work was very deep, and continued in 
union services held for some time subsequent. 

Similar scenes were witnessed at San Antonio the fol- 
lowing week. The oldest city in Texas, it had never 
known a revival in its history. Less than two per cent. 
of its 20 000 inhabitants were professing Christians, and 
their standard of life was but little higher than that of 
the thoroughly worldly masses around them. Yet even 
here a few earnest Christiatis had been pleading for a 
blessing on these meetings, and their prayer was abund- 
antly answered. The services, both day and evening, 
were crowded, and many were seeking to know the Lord. 
The interest spread and deepened, until the whole com- 
munity was stirred, the churches greatly quickened, and 
large numbets converted. Here, as in Houston, the 
visitors had to leave in the very midst of the blessing, 
but the work went on gloriously after their departure. 

So many places presented urgent claims for a visit, 
that their few remaining days had to be divided between 
Huntaville, Waco, Dallas, Sherman, and Paris. Every- 
where they found large audiences, hungry for the gospel, 
and while their visits were too short to show great im- 
mediate results, in many places there were inquiring 
souls at the very first service, and in every place the 
churches were blessed by coming together, and founda- 
tions were laid for efficient and organized lay work to 
follow their visit. An efficient State Executive Com- 
mittee, appointed by the convention, will prosecute the 
work of organizing and building up the associations, 
and the permanent results of this brief tour will be seen 
in active Christian work all over the state during the 
coming year. Messrs. Hall and Oree spent April 13-16 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, and were to close their tour at 


St. Louis, April 18-25. 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—_—@— 


The Life and Letters of Lord Macaulay, By his 
nephew, G. Otto Trevelyan, In 2 vols. Vol.1. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—It is now seventeen years 
since Macaulay died, and this story of his life, told 
chiefly through his letters, gives a new insight into his 
character; and, possibly, to many, will present him as 
quite a different man from the one put away in their 
memories. No writer of his time gave fewer clues to 
personality in his works than did Macaulay. He kept 
himself wholly in the background, subordinating indi- 
viduality in his art, Oonsequently, the man was con- 
cealed from the public gaze. His nephew proves him- 
self an enthuriastic admirer ; and though he is likely 
to remind one occasionally of that most illustrious of 
biographers, he has, in the main, done his work well, 
Macaulay seems to have shown great promise from boy- 
hood, and on going up from the university to London 
to have taken his place in society and literature asa 
matter of course. His off-hand letters to his father and 
sisters, during his Parliamentary career, show him to 
have been a considerate son and an affectionate brother, 
One of the chief inducements to his accepting a seat in 
the Supreme Council of India, was the necessity of pro- 
viding for these relatives. The volume closes with his 
departure from India for England in 1837, after a four 
years’ absence. The idea of devoting himself to some 
historical work has just occurred to him ; and the reader 
lays down the book with a pleasant anticipation. (For 
sale by J. B. Lippincoté & Co.) 


A General History of Greece.—By George W. Cox, M.A, 
New York: D. Appleton & Oo.—The Rey. George W. 
Cox has not written very much, but he has shown him- 
self to be a man of thorough scholarship, and one aware 
of the present needs of teachers and scholars, His little 
dictionary of mythology at once took its place at the 
head of works of its class, and his Grecian stories won 
quite general favor. The present volume is more elabo- 
rate, but is equally meritorious. Despite a certain lack 
of perspective and a forced dryness of style, we cannot 
now call to mind a history of Greece more worthy of in- 
troduction into schools. The use of the Hellenic spell- 
ing in preference to the Roman is carried toa rather un- 
usual and troublesome extent, but it can soon be famil- 
iarized by the pupil or reader. (For sale by Claxton, 
Remsen & Haffelfin ger. ) 


On Alcohol. By Benjamin W. Richardson,M D. New 
York: National Temperance Society.— Dr., Richardson 
is an English physician of no small reputation, and of a 
scientific and discriminating turn of mind. Of late 
years he has devoted special attertion to the investigation 
of the properties and effects of alcoholic stimulants, and 
the results of his researches are embodied in this hand- 
some volume, He takes substantially the same ground 
as Dr. Millard Parker, of our own eminent physicians ; 
and concludes that alcohol, excepting in a few cases, is 
objectionable and injurious. The volume is worth a 
shoal of “ temperance tales,” and a priori arguments, 
and cannot fail to be a valuable temperance document, 
especially for circulation among the more thoughtful 
and intelliggns readers. (For sale by Garrigues Bro- 
thers. ) 


Faith and Modern Thought. By Ransom B, Welch. 
New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons.—The author of this 
volume is a professor in Union College. His general 
theme is one which has formed the subject of several re- 
cent volumes, such has enlisted in its discussion scme of 
the ablest of living controversialists. But Professor 
Welch is no mere follower or imitator. His suggestive 
chapters are well worth reading for their own sake. 
They are more logical than controversial, and are not 
the less cogent because they are rather general than 
special in their course of argument. Professor Welch is 
a keen and able writer, and his book conciliates by ite 
courtesy and dignity, while it convinces by its clearness 
and sincerity. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen & Haffel- 
finger.) 


Animal Parasites and Messmates, By P. J. Van Be- 
neden. New York: D. Appleton & Oo.—Dr. Van Be- 
neden’s book takes its place in the International Scien- 
tific Series, albeit it is devoted to such unscientific objects 
as fleas, lice, cimices lectularii, andso on. The volume is 
entertaining and instructive, and some of it, in a per- 
fectly unconscious way, is very amusing. Seldom have 
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- domestic and other pests been immortal- 
ized in a better book. (For sale by Clax- 
ton, Remsen & Haffelfinger.) 





Mr. James T. Fields’ recent articles in 
Harper's Magazine on Barry Conwall and 
His Friends, together with a new sketch 
of John Forster, will be one of the next 
of The Vest-Pocket Saries. 


Free, Yet Forging Their Own Ohains, 
is the title of a new novel which Dodd, 
Mead & Oo. are about to issue. It is by 
a new author, and its scenes are laid in 
thermining regions of Pennsylvania. The 
same firm also have nearly ready the con- 
eluding volume of their Pioneers and Pa- 
triots series, entitled The Life of Benja- 
min Franklin. 


The May-June number of The Interna- 
tional Review contains articles on Reform 
in Higher Education, Dean Swift, Some 
Checks and Balances in Government. 
The Austrian Currency Question, The 
United States Land Grant Policy, Inter- 
national Prison Reform, Localities of 
Burns, Chaldean, Genesis, and Three Old 
and Three New Poets. 





Scribner, Armstrong & Oo., promise as 
rich a variety in the forthcoming Sans 
Souci Series as made the Bric-a-Brac books 
popular. Mr. R. H. Stoddard will edit 
the volumes—uniform in size with the 
former series—and will devote them 
chiefly to historical and biographical ana, 
especially such as will illustrate several 
important epochs in the civilization of 
modern Europe. One of the earlier vol- 
umes will be of Men and Manners One 
Hundred Years Ago in our own country. 

Louis Meyer has ‘issued the following 
Centennial music: Grand International 
Medley; Star Spangled Banner, varia- 
tions, O. F. Blandner; Hail Columbia, 
variations; Columbia the Gem of the 
Ocean ; Centennial Hymn (solo or chorus), 
W. P. Fenimore ; The Heroes of the Re- 
public (song and chorus), E Fox; Cen- 
tennial March, F. Losse. We have re- 
ceived also from the same publisher, The 
Echo, or Schgs of Many Years ; Stars are 
Brightly Shining; Evening Bells; and 
When the Stars are Brightly Shining. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


books received will be 
a this head, The interests of our readers w 
guide us in making further notice.) 


or ELizABEetH. By Mandell Creighton, 

ve 9 With maps aud tables. (Vol. 1 of Epochs 

of Modern History.) Price, $1.00. New York: 

Scribner, Armstrong & Co. For sale by J.B. 
Lippincott & Lo. 


On FERMENTATION. By P. Schiitzenberger. With 
98 illustra ions. (Vol. 20o0f The International 
Scientific Series.) New York: D Appleton & 
Co. For sale by Claxton, Remsen Haffel- 
finger. ; 


romptly noticed 
puly i 


Portry ror HomE AND ScHOOL. Selected and ar- |. 


ranged by Anna C. Brackett aud Ida M. Eniot, 
Price, $1.25. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 
For sale by Ciaxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. 


MeEmoIr OF NORMAN MACLEOD, D.D. By his brother, 
the Rev. Donald Macleod, B.A. 2 vols, 8vo. 
Cloth, $450. New York: Scribner, Armstrong 
&Co. For sale by J. &. Lippincott & Co. 


APPLETON’S HAND Book OF AMERICAN CITIES. With 
rincipal routes of travel. Price. 50 cents. New 
ork: D. App eton & Co. For sale by Claxton, 

Remsen & Haffelfinger. 


A PARAGRAPH HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLU- 
TION. By Edward Abbott. Pric -, 50 cents. Bos- 
ton: Roberts Brothers, For sale by J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co. 








Dr. Warner’s Sanitary Corset 
With Skirt Supporter and Self- com 
m Adjusting Pads. , 


Secures HEALTH 
and COMFORT 
of Body, with 

GRACE and 
-ay BEAUTY of form 

"\ Thrée garments in 
Approved by 
all physicians. 
any th Patented, Sept. 28,'75 
Short Front. andJan,1i,’76. Long Front. 

No lady who tries this corset will ever use any other. 

Price in London cord, $2; Satteen, $1.75. 
pa Wanted. Samples sent by mail to agents 
825 oe éss than retail price. Give size of waist, and 
state whether long or short front is desired. Address, 


~~ Warner Bro’s., 763 Broadway, New York. 















-.. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


PUBLIO SPEAKERS AND SINGERS will 
find “ Brown’s Bronchial Troches” benefi- 
cial in clearing the voice before speaking 
or singing, and relieving the throat after 
any exertion of the vocal organs, For 
Coughs and Colds the Troches are effectual. 








IF you are not familiar with the J/ju- 
trated Christian Weekly, we shall be glad 
to have you send us your address, and we 
will return samples, With its elegant 
pictures every week, interesting reading 
for the old and young, it is a paper that 
every member of a family will be glad to 
see. H.N. Thissell, 1512 Chestnut S:reet, 
Philadelphia. 





PREPARATION FOR THE FUTURE.—Be- 
fore the experiences of the winter have 
become old, consider carefully a due pre- 
paration for the next, and while business 
is dull and prices are low, make your con- 
tracts for Hot Water or Low Pressure 
Steam. We would suggest your applica- 
tion to Messrs. Crane, Breed & Oo., of Oin- 
cinnati, O. Their reputation is a suffi- 
cient guarantee of satisfaction. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 





Drs. StrRoNe’s REMEDIAL INSTITUTE, esa oy 
Springs, N. Y., has Turkish, Russian Bui hur, Hy- 
dropathic, and Electro-Thermal Baths. Equalizer 
and other facilities for the cure of Nervous, Lung, 
Female, and Chronic Diseases. For full particu- 
lars, send for circular. 





WILBOR’S COMPOUND OF PuRE Cop LIVER OIL 
AND LimE —The advantage of this compound over 
the plain Oil is that the nauseating taste of the Oil 
is entirely removed, and the whole rendered en- 
tirely palatable. The offensive taste of the Oil has 
long acted as a prominent objection to its use; but 
in this form the trouble is entirely obviated. A 
host of certificates might be given here to testify to 
the exceijence and success uf “ Wilbor’s Cod Liver 
Oud and Lime.” But the tact that it is regularly pre- 
scribed by the medical faculty is sufficient. For 
sale by A. B. WILBoR, Chemist, Boston, and by all 
druggists. 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


JUST PUBLISHED 
By LOUIS MEYER, 1413 Chestnut &t, Phila. 


THE CENTENNIAL, 


No. 1. Grand International Medley, (Potpourri 
Internationale,) Containing the Na- 
tional Airs of all the princtpal Na- 
ap of the, World. For Piano, by C. 











iivess 1.00 
No. 2. Star Spangled Banner, Variations, C. F. 
ATURE «0000 v0 0600: evcossoesiesssesseccsecessosooce 60 
No. 3. Hail Columbia, Variation3...........0.000+0+ 60 
No. 4 Columbia the Gem of the Ocean............. 60 
No. 6. Centennial Hymn, (Solo or Chorus,) W. 
FP, PORBOT E005 is sncvscsccocepccceneds cvcsec sos ‘ 
No. 6. The Heroes of the Republic, (Song and 
Chorus,) E, Fuz.. 40 
No. 7. Centennial March, F. L08se..........00s0ceeee 40 


Illustrated with a beautiful colored design of the 
of the prine:pai nations. Sent postpaid on 
receipt of the marked price. 


IN EW 


SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


Presbyterian, Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


OEACON GIBBS’ ENEMY. A Capital Tem- 
ane ery. By Mrs. A. K. Dunning. I6mo. 
ce $1.25. 


WORD PICTURES. Six Books in a Box. 


ALICE DUNBAR. A Story of the Times of 
John Knox. Price 60 cents. 


MR Pe apm ag HOUSEHOLD. Price 55 
cen’ 

THE DAWN OF LIGHT. A BStory of the 
Zenana Mission. Price 65 cents. 

THE PEDDLER OF LA GRANGE. By 
Martha Farquharson. Price 55 cents. 
Please address orders to 


JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 











FON? 


HA! HA?! HAY?! 
“Gents: Received your Toy 
” WRESTLERS and had fun enough 
to doubly pay me. I want you to 
send me two more and two of 
your Dancing Skeletons. En- 
closed find pay for them.”—Geo. 
W. Payton, Providence, R. I. 
We are in daity rece'pt of such 
letters as above. The Wrestlers 
t ‘fun provokers” 
ent by mail on receipt of 
25 cts. RICHARDS MANF’G CO., 


98 Ashland Block, Chicago. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 





DR. NEWTON'S NEW BOOK. 
RAYS from the SUN of RIGHTEOUSNESS, 


By RICHARD NEWTON, D.D. 
Six IWustrations, - - $1.25. 
BY THE SAME AUTHOR: 
THE JEWELL CASE. 6 vols.inabex, $7.50 
THE WONDER CASE. 6 vols.ina box, 7.50 


THE SAY AND DO SERIES, By the author of 
the “ Wide, Wide World.” 6 vols, in a box, $7.50. 

MISS ASHTON’S GIRLS. By Joanna H. Mathews, 
author of the “ Bessie Books.” 6 vols., $7.50. 





CARTERS’ CHEAP 8.8. LIBRARY, No.1. 50 vols, 
. In a wooden case, Net, $20.00. 

CARTERS’ CHEAP 8, 8, LIBRARY, No. 2. 50 vols. 
in a wooden case, Net, $20.00, 





ALL ApouT Jesus, By the Rev. A. Diékson, $2.00. 
Forty YEARS IN THE TURKISH EMPIRE, $2,50. 
HvGH MILLER’s LIFE AND Works. 12 vols., $18.00. 
Dr. GUTHRIE’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 2 vols., $4.00. 
RYLE’s NOTES ON THE GOSPELS. 7 vols., $10 50. 
Kirtto’s BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS, 4 vols., $7.09, 
Dr. HANNA'S LIFE OF CHRIST. 38 vols., $4.50. 
MATTHEW HENRY’s COMMENTARY. In 9 vols., 8vo., 
cloth, $27.00; or in 5 vols., quarto, sheep, 825.00. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


530 Broadway, N. Y. 


POUR NEW MUSIC BOOKS. 


THE PEOPLES’ CHORUS BOOK. 


An unusually good selection of choruses, for 
mixed voices, nearly all new. ‘When Al en-a- 
Dale went a hunting,” “Chosen One,” “The Owl,” 
are capital glees, and are fair specimens of the 
pieces of this fine collection. 


Pricé, $1.00. Per Dozen, $9.00. 


Centenn'al Collection of Nat'onal Sougs 


A book for the times, with the patriotic Songs of 
many nations, very well arranged. S:ould be in 


universal use during the festival months of this fa- 
mous year. 


Price in paper, 40 cts. Boards, 50 cts. 


DICTIONARY OF MUSICAL INFORMATION. 


By J. W. Moorz. A bonk that is attracting much 
attention, and is the most convenient book of refer- 
ence on musical subjects extant. 

Price, $1.25. 


SHINING RIVER. 


aber es fees bes rh Se oe 
* ong enou; rove n 
the best. Buy it and try it. 7 ig 5 ds 


Price, 35 cts. 
OLIVER DITSON & CO. 
BOSTON. 
©. H. Ditson & Co.,|J. E. Ditson & ©o., 

744 BROADWAY, SUCCESSORS TO LEE & WALKER, 
New York. ’ Philadelphia. 

















NOW READY. 
Our New Sunday-School Singing-Book, 


DONGS OF THE GROSS, 


BY ELS. LORENZ. 





We have spared no expense or labor to make this 
book just what the Sabbath-schools need, Its hymns 
are full of Gospel and religion, and its music is sprightly 
and melodious without being trashy and light. Over 


FIFTY CONTRIBUTORS 


Have aided in making this one of the best books of the 
times. It has songs for every occasion of interest, 
It also contains an elementary department teaching 


HOW TO READ Music. 
This makes it jas the book for Sabbath-Schools de- 
siring to start a SINGING-SCHOOL. 
eeprom ef me mae 30 cents, Price, 35 cents 
er copy by mail; $3.6 r dozen b : 
Pundes ; Kahres, O77, SSPH Gan BaP 


REV. W.J.SHUEY, 
DAYTON, OHIO. 





Just Out! 


ROWNorGLOR 
Is filled with gems of S. S. Music! Get it 
FOR YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


4@~ Send 35 cts. for Sample Copy—$3.60 perdoz, 
$30. per hundred, Specimen Pages Free. 


Goon -GuteteR 
: is Unrivaled! 
For Singing Schools, Conventions, Etc. 
Price only 60 cents: $6.00 per doz. 


. Send for Sample Copy. 
JANSEN, McCLURG & CO., Chicago, Ii. 


AGENTS’ GUID 











James P. Scott, Chicago 


on Trial 8 mos. 8 cts. | 





IT COSTS 


but five cents for each 
scholar, to supply 
schools or classes with 
The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly for three 
months. The Second 
Quarter contains the 
lessons for April, May 
and June. Try it. See 
full advertisement 
elsewhere. | 


GARDEN SEEDS, Etc. 
b Fine ever-blooming and 


S ‘a other roses sent safely 


by mail, e = 
here, and their safe arrival 
win gio ney emt aN 











pecs gg 3 of — and —_ ts ; 
care’ . Fine premium rose 
when ten conte in ad treo, 


ded, 
JOSEPH T. PHIL 
est Grove, Chester Co., Pa. 


BFAUTIFUL EVER-BLOOMING 


ROSES 


Si Pot Roses, suitable tor immediate flowering, 
co ARLEN Ee Fgh cos 
26 do. $4.00, 36 do. $6.00 sty cents eacn, ad- 
ditional, one Magnificent Premium Rose to 
dollar’s worth ered. Send tor our new GUI 
TO ROSE CULTURE, and choose from over 300 
finest sorts. We are the largest Rose-Growers in 
America, and allow purchasers to make thew own 
selections. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Address THE 
en & CONARD CO., Rose Growers, West Grove, 
r a. 


Address, 








BEAUTIFUL 


FLOWERS 


Delivered f cost at your door. Splen- 
did assortment of ROSES, six for $1.00, 
$2.00. Send for New tive 

@ THUM.<&#, 


gratis, ROOPrEN, Base. 
Cherry Hill Nurseries, West Chester, Pa. 











N order to introduce our will send 50 
handsome ones for 20¢. You will receive 
Glass, Snow fl .ke, Mar , Wiiteand :inted 
Bristol, »11 iu your name, and tem of them printed 
inGo'd. A complete nt’s ontfit with te: ms. 
E.M. WALLACE &c0.. Blue Ball Lancaster Co., Pa. 








mA DIS! 

Your dress may be graceful and neat, 

When’er you go out on the street, 

Without any VY ng of strii gs 

Or waste of time sewing on rings; 

With no troublesome dress to hold 

Till your finge's are numbed with cold. 

WRITE AT ONCE for descriptive circulers with 

terms, of a lady’s invention for protecting dresses 
from mud, suow, and dust. Also, foras EM or 
RULE for cutting bias and dr-ss trimmings «f every 
variety. Ladies and ch'ldren’s gored skirts. without 
a pattern, Address, MISs M. DEWEY, 408 Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago. 500 AGEN’S WAN’) Kasi 


KAUS, FRYMIER & EDWARDS, 


Succersors to B. DORSEY & SON, 


China, Glass, and Queensware, 


Old Stand, 928 MARKET STREET, 


Are offering great inducements to purchasers of 
FRENCH CHINA DINNER AND TEA SETS, 
Fiaip and Decorated, choice styles and superior 

y 


q ¥ 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC GLASSWARE, 











Manufacturers of Roo: Materials. Lining for 
Frame Houses. Mastic Rouf-Coating, Tin Caps, one, 
two. and three-ply Roofing Felt of superior quality. 
Send for sampies and circulars. 


PENN ROOFING CO., 
107 8S. Second St., Philedelpbia, Pa. 


Greatly Improved 
ined leather ends, Ne 
rtetion. Forr 
merit, the best 
race ma 
th 
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THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


GIVE ITA TRIAL. 


When the best les- 
son help for a scholar 
costs but FIVE CENTS 
for three months, eve 
school should be sup- 
plied. Send for the 


SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY 
containing lessons for 
April, May, and June. 
See special advertise- 
ment elsewhere. 


CHOCOLATES, 
HOUSE OF 


Walter Baker & Co., 
(180 =srancisuxn xx (78) 


Manufacturers of 
COCOA, CHOCOLATE, AND 
BROMA, 


in all forms known to 
MODERN COMMERCE. 


HIGHEST MEDALS received at IN- 
TERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS in 
PARIS, and VIENNA, and at LOCAL 
EXHIBITIONS in all parts of the 
UNITED STATES. 


NEW SPECIALTY 
BREAKFAST COCOA. 


Send for Centennial Book to our stores in Boston 
and New York. , 























MISCELLANEOUS: 
in the world—Importers’ 
AS, pritte atte Uomoeny in Antorioa- 
—' continu- 


ey pee wanted best 
} n’t waste time—send for Circular to 
ROBT WELLS. 43 Vesey St., N. Y. P.O. Box 1287. 





The highest wate of work 

1] the lowest price always ped 

} Over $00 in use. 
Establislied in 1829. 








y perso: y 
have never lost a . We pay the 
po ona ger taf semi-annually in New York. No 

of ours ever waited a day for sneeret pot 
even the hardest time that Kansas is li y 
er prosperity is now for certain. Sen 
References in every State in the Union. 
J.B. WATKINS 4 CO., Lawrence, Kansas. 
a@@-Collections thronghout the West a specialty. 


MODEL PRES 


do all your own Printing. 











“TIME IS MONEY!” 


Accurate and Reliable 


THIRTY 


f HOUR CLOOKS. 
BFOR $2.00. 


t time of careful 
TY GUAR AR TID Novel. 
attractive 







PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 











THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 copies, « «- -, $2.15 each. 
“ 15t0o29 * 1.90 “ 
30 copies and upwards, - 1.65 ‘* 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
@ year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made to aclub at club rates 
only during the month in which it is formed. 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed should be careful to name not only 
the post-office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THz Tiss to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


Now that the date of expiration is plainly printed on 
the yellow address label of each paper or package of 
papers, ti will be necessary for all subscribers to renew 
promptly by the time thus designated or their paper wil. 
be discontinued, 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER $ .60. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps,in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Timms who are pastors or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such. 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of THE 
Times, desires the help of THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Papsk, for any member of his school—for example. 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the Parzr accordingly, 
lo his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra PaPgrs go only to 
subscribers of THz T1mEzs. 


Orders for this PAPER can be filled, only when com- 


ing direct from superintendents or pastors who are sub 
scribers of THE TIMES. 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, So ” $ 60 
100 one year, - . '7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - $ 5.00 
100 bd ome year, - = = = 20.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


a 





ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line (12 lines 


to aninch), foreachinsertion, - - 25 Cts. 
Special Notices: Per line (as above), - 30 Cts. 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), - - 50 Cts. 


DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 
5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 


10 “ ity “ 8 “ 
ib “« “ “ 18 o 
2 “ “ 4a 6 “ 
ys) “ “a “ 52 “ 


&@Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT ST., 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The New York Orrice is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 804 Fourth Avenue, Y. 





ia BP, Waitin, Agent, 


WORTH REPEATING. 


CONCEPTION. 


(Edgar Fawcett, in The Galaxy for May.] 


“Tn its ultimate essence nothing can be known.” 
—Herbert Spencer. 


T CLOMB a great height in a dream ; 
To lordlier reaches I attained, 
Till even the uttermost I gained, 

Serene, supreme. 


There felt from off mine eyes, at this, 
The dimming scales of sense. I saw 
Matter, unleashed from every law, 

That which it is. 


And real at last, and face and face, 
Marvels that no man may forget, 
The mighty mysteries I met 

Of Time and Space. 


On yet I followed, course by course, 
Like one who deals with tangled skeins, 
The intricate interblending veins 
That flow from Force. 


Till now the shadow across me came 
Of something soon to burst in light: 
A hope, a wonderment, a fright 

I dared not name! 


And then, as though some signal nod 
Bade that the utmost be revealed, 
I reeled with awe, and while I reeled 
Thought this thought— God / 








THE GOSPEL WINS ITS WAY. 
‘[The Rev. J. D. Davis, in The Advance,} 


L* than three years ago the present 
Governor of the Hiogo Ken told Mr. 
Green that if a native bookseller sold a 
copy of the English Bible, knowing it to 
be a Bible, he, the governor, would be 
compelled, acting under his orders from 
Yeddo, to put said bookseller in prison. 
At that time none of the servants of the 
missionaries at Kobe dared to attend family 
worship; now a Christian newspaper is 
started in Kobe by permission of the gov- 
ernment, a church of about forty members 
is gathered, and a church building, to be 
erected in the native town with native 
money, is under consideration. 

In Sanda, twenty miles north of Kobe, 
a little more than two years ago, a mis- 
siorary who went over every Saturday to 
preach the gospel, could hardly find a 
place where they dared to keep him all 
night; but now a church is nized and 
holds stated meetings in the large recep- 
tion hall in the palace of the Daimiyo. 
In Navgasaki, nine miles west of Osaka, 
a year and a half ago, a missionary with a 
native helper could not only not find any 
place which the owner dared to have ured 
to preach the gospel in, but after the first 
visit no one dared to come to the hotel to 
visit the missionary. Now weekly meet- 
ings are held in the native dispensary 
there, and nearly two hundred crowd in to 
hear the gospel. 

It is such rapid conquests as these that 
bring vividly to our mind the power of the 
truth we preach, and the great possibilities 
which are just before us in this land. The 
old prejudice and fear on the part of the 
people are melting, and, like the snow in 
spring time, they are melting in geomet- 
rical progression day by day. 

In the light of such facts as those men- 
tioned above, we can look calmly on while 
“the heathen rage, and the kings of the 
earth set themselves against” the truth 
here in this great city of Kiyoto, This‘ 
has for more than a thousand years been 
the spiritual capital of the nation. Shin- 
tooism and Buddhism aregntrenched here 
in their central citade's. It is to be ex- 
pected that they will oppose the entrance 
of the truth here. The entrance of one 
foreign ambassador of Prince Immanuel 
is the signal for the 10,000 or 12 000 Shin- 
too and Buddhist priests in the city to 
make common cause against the invader, 
to set the city in an uproar by circulating 
the most ridiculous stories against the 
truth and against those who preach it. 
They start a school to teach Western 
science in 5 eh ng tous, apparently not 
dreaming that this science, if not the 


. | harbinger of the gospe) in this land, con- 


tains the doom of the false systems of re- 
ligion which have so long held sway here. 
All this opposition only quickens the de- 
sire of the people tc hear the truth. Men 
come in groups from different parts of the 
city, two miles distant from the mission- 
’s home, inquiring after the truth, and 
asking that preachiog-places may be o 
nearer to them ; and yet such is the fear 
that none of them dare, at present, to in- 
vite any one to preach the truth in their 
own es. Were it not. for this fear on 





the part of the common people, and had 
we the men and women to do so, we could 


open twenty preaching-places here in 
Kiyoto, which would soon be crowded 
with eager listeners, 

We shall not have long to wait for this, 
It may come before these lines are read in 
America, Two years ago all missionaries 
who were teaching in government schools 
were discharged, and moral science was 
banished from their curriculum; but the 
other day the Empress opened a normal. 
school for girls in the capital, and Mr, 
Nakamura, an active Ohristian man, one 
of the first scholars in the land, a man 
who has had the gospel preached, and 
preached it himself, in his school in 
Yeddo for more than a year, is appointed 
to superintend this female normal school, 
The governor of Kiyoto sent his coun- 
sellor, the blind Yomamato, three yéars 
ago to find out Mr. Gulick’s purpose in 
coming to this city, and fiaally to order 
him to leave the city; but the man whom 
the governor sent to drive away the trath 
was conquered by that truth. The blind 
man sees to-day, and rejoices in the sight, 
a happy omen we will hope of the rising 
of the sun of righteousness among these 
half million of people. 

As a further illustration of what the 
gospel has to overcome here, and how it 
wins its way, let me give a few facts, It 
is less than three years since Mr. Green’s 
old teacher, Yeinosuke, died in prison in 
this very city of Kiyoto, for Christ’s sake. 
It was only two months that not a 
bookseller in this city dared to expose for 
sale a copy of anv part of the Bible, 
About a month ago I succeeded in getting 
the leading bookseller here to make a ven- 
ture and himself place on sale, and get as 
many as possible of the other seventy 
booksellers in the city to place on sale the 
Bible and tracts. Duriog the first month 
sixty-two copies of the gospels were sold, 
nineteen Chinese New Testaments, besides 
forty-five copies of other religious books, 
and also English Bibles and Testaments, 
and the demand is now greater than I can 
supply. 

ecannot yet rent a place in town to 
preach the gcspel in, but forty or fifty 
meet every Sabbath in my house to hear 
the truth, and men come almost every day 
from the heart of this great city inquiring 
for the truth. Six weeks ago I went down 
eight miles . pine oe Ki- 
yoto, to preach the to a physician 
and "his friends in Fis own house, This 
man had been asking for the truth for 
more than a year. I went once, and Mr. 
Weeshima went once. For this the physi- 
cian and all his friends who heard were 
summoned to appear before the Kiyoto 
government, ond questioned very closely, 
and he was cautioned not to have public 
meetings at his house. The soffi said 
he would not say that Christianity was 


either good or bad, but he must not allow 
other than his cular friends to meet 
in his house to hear it. This hubbub has 


stirred up all that region, and men come 
from miles around to this physician, who 
is a very influential man, inquiring about 
this way. I furnish him witn Bibles, Tes- 
taments, and tracts to sell and scatter, and 
he, his soul already on fire with the truth, 
is preaching Christ every day. 

Old Satsuma, away five hundred miles 
to the southwest, is asking for a mission- 
ary to come down there and teach school, 
because, the applicant says, ‘We have 
found in Japan that missionaries make 
the mest efficient teachers.” 8 me months 
ago a father in Yokohama found his son 
had become a believer in Christ. To get 
him out of the influence of Christianity 
he sent him over to the northwest coast, 
to the great city of Niigata, where his 
brother was an official, but the governor 
there heard that this young man knew 
about Christianity and asked him to teach 
the people, so he began to preach Christ 
to hundreds. Thus the truth is working, 
and God’s Spirit is working, and life here 
is more exciting than it was in the army 
during the rebellion. You must not won- 
der if we get tired and break down. We 
are in the thickest of the battle here, and 
we ask you to pray to the God of battles 
to give speedy victory here in Japan, that 
this present generation may see this & 
Christian country. 





MEETING AT THE TOP. 
[Frederick G. Clark, D. D.,in The Zvangelist.) 


wo | nageceragen oumuped Pe _ 

cottage, each being boun eep 
own nae ‘of the house well-thatched. 
They were sadly divided religiously, one 
being a Burgher, and the other an Anti- 
burgher. . Aiter repeated battles of words, 





were not on 8 terms, One 
poo nce pg on the 
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thatching his own side, and they met 
he tap an were forced to look in each 


- gther’s 

One of the men then took off his cap, 
scratching his head, said to the other, 
‘Johnnie, you and me, I think, hae been 
ry foolish to dispute as we hae done 
’ g OChrist’s will aboot our Kirks, 
| gntil we hae clean forgot his will aboot 
| ourselves; and #0 we hae fought so bit- 
terly for what we ca’ the truth that it has 
gnded in spite, Whatever is wrong, it’s 
ectly certain that it can never be 
oa to be uncivil, unneighborly, unkind, 
jn fac, tae hate one anither. Na, na, that’s 
the deevil’s work, and no God’s! Noo, it 
girikes me that maybe it’s wi’ the Kirk as 
wi this house: ye’re working on ae side, 
and me on the t’ither, but if we only do 
our work weel, we will meet at the top at 
last. Gie’s your han’, auld neighbor!” So 
they shook hands, and were the best of 

friends ever after. 
What a hint is here to rebuke the reli- 
animosities which are the chief 
whacks to Ohristianity. Is there any 
more dreary reading than the history of 
theological strifes and wars in the centu- 
ries past? Nothing, surely, unless it be 
the record of similar strifes in our own 
day, so much nearer the coming King- 
dom. And yet it is idle to disguise the 


fact that the same bad germ exists in 
human nature. It not o : Bech but is 
gure to spring up upon the decline of per- 


sonal piety. It breaks out too, stronger 
still, in hearts where there seems to bea 
good degree of grace. Conscience becomes 
morbid, non-essential: are lifted to the 
plane of principles, and good people seem 
tohate one another in the name of the 


Nothing is easier than to detect this 
spirit in other people, To see it in our- 
selves, is well nigh impossible, This 
“deevil’s work” as the Scotchman called 
it, is the easiest thing in the world in lay- 
men or in clergymen. Not to hate a man 
just a little because he sets himself st 
our views—or at least not to push to 
the outside door of our Christian sympa- 
thy, is one of the greatest tasks of religion. 

¢ must have a fine thing to see 
those two vinegar-faced Scotchmen work- 
ing, up their own side of the thatching, 

en coming face to face at the top, 
and suddenly realizing what fools they 
had been. Just as interesting it will be 
one of these days when some of these ex- 
clusives in Obristian work come to the to 
_ of their thatching, and suddenly find 
themselves face to face with brethren they 
would never recognize. 
I have a good triend, for example, who 
has been thatching on the other side from 
me for thirty years. He is a genial whole 
souled man; religion aside, a man you 
could not quarrel with, because of his 
better nature, which shines through his 
ecclesiastical narrowness, But this bro- 
ther solemnly believes, and has frankly 
told me that my church was no church at 
all, and that his way is the only true and 
tight way. So on he has gone for a gen- 
eration, thatching up his own side, and 
doing it right well in his way—yet all the 

time he has thought my thatching a poor 
job which will not shed water. Now it 
makes me laugh to fancy meeting him at 
the top some day, when he and I have 
finished our work, and to hear him say— 
and I am sure he will—‘Give us your 
hand, brother. I was dreaming this long 
while. Why, now I see your work and 


mine match splendidly. hat a pity to 
find it out so late!” 
Well, we can afford to wait. It will not 


be long, at most, when we shall bring all 
Our sheaves into one garner, all our sheep 
into one fuld. Everything will be clear 
_ @nough then, when we meet at the top. 
'  Bateven now, for the look of it insight 
of the world, for our enjoyment as we 
__ Work our way up, and for tne honor of our 
_ ©mmon Lord, is it not a pity we could 


‘Rot find these things out sooner? 





JOHN GUTENBERG AT COURT. 
[Theo, L. De Vinne, in Scribner’s for May.] 


In 1465 Adolph made Gutenberg one of 
gentlemen of his court, for “ agreea- 
and voluntary service rendered to us 

and our bishopric.” The nature of the 
_ Stvice is not explained, but it is the com- 
mon belief that the archoishop intended 
 W recognize the utility of Gutenberg’s 
inven Very comforting it is to learn, 
from the document certify ing bis appoint- 
that the man who had invented an 

art Ww romised to renew the literature 
the world, and had made Mentz famous 
svermore, was thus rewarded by the 
ecclesiastical dignitary of Germany : 





“by accepting him for life as our servant 
and courtier; by clothing him with a 
court suit, as we clothe our noblemen ; by 
the ‘annual gift of twenty mout of corn 
and two voer of wine, free of tax, on con- 
dition that he shall not sell it or give it 
away.” How delightful it is to be told by 
one of the dry-as-dust chroniclers of Gut- 
enberg’s life, that there was no reason 
why Gutenberg should not have been 
happy. Was he not provided with every- 
thing for a comfortable old age? He was 
allowed to follow the princely court. He 
had free table and fodder for his horse. 
He had ineffable pleasure in wearing an 
aristocratic mantle known as the ‘abard, 
and—could anything be more satisfactory ? 
—he could carouse at court—could, if he 
chocse, go with an empty and return with 
a full cup. Think of it! the man who 
had printed two Latin Bibles and a Latin 
dictionary, and many books of religious 
character,—the greater part of whose life 
had been spent in solitary studies over the 
secrets of mechanics,—whose thoughts and 
eager: were far above and beyond his 
fellows,—was to find his pleasure in sitting 
down at a table between the maudlin 
Baron Schlangenbad and the driveling 
Count of Pumpernickel, and in listening 
to the profund remarks of the Osrics and 
Bobadils of a German principality ! 





HOMES AND STREETS IN 
JAPAN. 
[Ellen G. Eddy, in Spirit of Missions.) 
(0-DAY one of my little girls being 
sick, I went to make her a visit, but 
hearing she was well again, was prevailed 
upon to stop at the house of the pupil I 
was with. Such queer little homes they 
have, but suited to the simplicity of Jap- 
anese ways. The principal room nicely 
matted, has little or no furniture, gener- 
ally opens into a small square filled with 
stone basins and rocks covered with ferns 
and evergreens, and are often very pretty, 
but sometimes are so deluged with water, 
as to be slightly unpleasant. When I 
went in quite a bustle took place, because 
my visit being unexpected, they were not 
prepared to receive me: the usual pro- 
found salutations took place, which I re- 
turned with our stiff European ways. 
Through an outer into an inner room 
we passed, where a rug was spread, and a 
solitary chair placed tor my acceptance, 
but preferring the mats, I seated myself 


Pjamong them, aired my few Japanese 


phrases, and tried to look as though I 
understood all theirs. The usual offer- 
ing of tea and cake was made from the 
tiniest cups and a plate, on such a lovely 
lacquer tray, 8 bouquet of flowers placed 
upon the table, and a doll-baby, dressed 
in foreign clothes, made by the little girl, 
brought in for my inspection, which was 
duly admired. Pictures illustrating Jap- 
anese life were shown and explained to 
me, and on my going away, these, all 
nicely wrapped up, together with a bundle 
of cake and a bouquet of flowers, were 
offered for my acceptance. . 

I remained two hours, and was fright- 
ened on going out to see that twilight 
deepened into darkness of night, and I 
was alone, so far from home, but becom- 
ing interested in what was around me, 
gave no thought to aught else. The 
stores and shops were brilliantly lit up, 
digplaying the goods with much better 
t than in the day time; from top to 
bottom, with scarcely an inch to spare, 
were piles of goods, bright colored clothes, 
ribbons and crape,.tinsel and flowers, 
with a sprinkling or foreign goods. Toy 
shops where every oo and unim- 
aginable objects could be seen. Bronzes 
and lacquer work, tea shops and fruit 
stands, with others “too numerous to 
mention;” but all adding to the general 
effect, and the many lanterns that were lit, 
many of them quite large and handsome, 
gave ~ a festive effect. The streets 
were filled with people, each one appear- 
ing to be hurrying somewhere. Several 
bridges spanning the river were crossed ; 
from some the waters gleamed with the 
reflected light that came from the houses 
lining the banks, or the dark hulls of the 
huge junks and masts of vessels could 
darkly be seen, while the smaller boats 
with a single light darted here and there 
among the shadows. 

When I came to the quiet street where 
we reside with its closea gates and high 
walls, with not a solitary passer by, it 
seemed to me that I had awakened from 
some dream, but I write it all down, and 
wish you could see just as I did. 
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Come and try it, and you'll buy it 
Ever after, lady fair. 
In EUREKA every seeker 





THR SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY 
SS TOeRnT ies 1 


Although the first number of THE ScHOL- 
ARS’ QUARTERLY was issued only in January 
of this year, it has rapidly gained a large cir- 
culation, extending already to every State in 
the Union. : 

Wherever it goes it makes friends. It is 
considered by those who have tried it the 
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{most complete scholars’ help published. 


Nearly all who at first sent for specimen 
copies have since ordered a full supply—for 
their schools or classes. The second number 
(for April, May, and June) is now ready, 
and is, in many points, an improvement on 
that for the First Quarter. To receive the 
full benefit of the quarter’s lessons subscri- 
bers should send their orders at once. 





For the benefit of those who have not yet seen THE ScHoLars’ 
QuaRTERLy, the following brief description of it is given— 


WHAT IT IS. 


It is a collection of the lesson of each three months, with a quar- 


terly review chart’and outline for the thirteenth Sunday, bound in 


small quarto form with strong paper covers. Brief eat ae notes 
are furnished to aid the scholars in their study. With the Scripture 
text of each lesson, marginal references are given, and the pronuncia- 
tion of proper names is indicated. It contains a map specially prepared 
for the quarter’s lessons, also a compact Bible Dictionary with the 
needed explanation of terms and description of persons, places, and 
customs. 

For each quarter, a Responsive Review Exercise is added, which 
includes selections from the lessons, golden texts, and related passages. 
This can be used at the quarterly review, or in opening and closing the 
regular sessions of the school. In this latter use it forms an uninter- 
mitting survey of the line of study through the whole quarter. 

‘ ‘Tue QuaRTERLY is printed on good paper in distinct type. It 
avoids on the one hand the crowded page of the question book; and 
on the other the fragmentary character of the lesson leaf. 

A skilled teacher writes of Taz QuarTERLY as follows: 

“TI like it exceedingly, and what is better yet my boys like it. 
They say they can do a good deal more with the lessons than befgge, 
and certainly there has been an increase in study and Bible knowlé@@ge 
since THE QUARTERLY came. I knew it would be good, but it is better 
than I really thought it would be. I wish every scholar in the country 
could have it.” 

Others write: 

“T have just received THe ScHoLanrs’ QuaRTERLY, and it has given 
such satisfaction that I am requested by our teachers to order more.” 

-“The copies sent me last week are highly valued by the class. 
They are the neatest, and most pomiees and convenient in form of any 
aids to the scholars in studying the lesson, that I have yet seen.”’ 

“We are so much pleased with them that we have decided to order 
100 copies of them for the scholars.” 

“THE ScHOLARS’ QUARTERLY is just the thing. Send to my address 
oe sy for one year. You may hear from me again with another 
order.” 

“THE ScHoLaRs’ QUARTERLY is all that can be wished for.” 

“THE Scnouars’ QuARTERLY takes wherever it is introduced.” 

The best way of judging of the merits of Taz QuaARTERLY is to 
send for a copy. 


100 Copi one year,=- = $20.00. 
PRICE. 100 ts tres months, ® 5.00, 
Single Copies, one year, - 20. 


Published at the office of Taz Sunpay Scnoon Times. Address, 


PRICE. 





_ Finds a sewing silk that’s square. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 610 Chestnut St., Philad’a. 


L W Durgan 
Dec 30 '76 











To Philadelphia 2"4,2®70Rw, 
mer. From any point in U. 8. east Utah 
AGENTS Aters2 2 Ticks gtatsona- 
and $10 cash a day easi curned canvarsinn”” 
for our paper, pi: tures, &c. Anybody doit. 
Particulars free. Send address on povtate 
Toreceive copy of popes een, send 6 cts. Ad. 
dress; THE {cLUStRATED EBEKLY, 

No. 11 Dey st., New York, 









AGENTS WANTED for the New Historical Work, OUR 


WESTERN BORDER, 


A Complete and Graphic History of American Pioneer 
Oo BARS AGO. 

Its thrilling conflicts of Red and White foes. Excitin 
Adventures, Captivities, rorays, Scouts, Pioneer women an, 
boys Indian war-paths, Camp life, and Sports.—A book for 
Old and Young. Notadull page. No competition Enormous 
sales. Agents wanted everywhere, Llustrated cireniars free, 
J.C. McCURDY & CO., 268. Seventh St., Philadelphia, Pa,; 


AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


ENTENNIAL 
HISTORY oF tHe YJ. §. 


The great iuterest in the thrilling history of our 
country makes this the fastest selling book eyer 
Roose It contins a full account of the Grand 

Yentennial Exhibition. 

CAUTION.—Old, incomplete, and unreliable 
works are being circulated ; ree that the book you 
buy contains 442 fine « ngravings and 926 pages. 

Send for circulars and extra terms .o Agents. Ad- 
dress National Publishing Co., Philadelphia, Pa, 


TEMPLE HARP. 


A new music book in Aikin’s Seven-Charac. 
ter Notes, with a thorough course of instruction 
in the most Natural and System of Music 
discovered. All can learn to Sing in one-fourth : 
time —— by any other method. Adapted to 
Choirs, Singing-schools, etc., etc. Specimen pages 
maied free. Teachers wanted as Ageuts. 


MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
Nos. 1102 and 1104 Saoseum St , Phiiada, 


$5 [0 $20 Ree.“Srnssow a co. Portiand, Me. 


$12 adayat home, Agents Wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Me. 


17 a week to Agents, old and young, male and 
female, in their locality. Terms and outfit free, 
ddress, P.O. Vickery & Co., Augusta, Maine, 


CRYSTAL GEMS. 


A new Sabbath-school Music Book in Aikin’s 
Seven-Character Notes, and upon a system 
particularly adapted to the young learner. This book 
contains rare selections of new and beautiful tunes. 
Specimen copies mailed on receipt of 35 cents. 


MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING ROUSE, 
Nos. 1162 and 1104 Sansom St.. Philada, 


A WEEK. Agents ted everyw 
$42 Business permanent and feelan ie 


























further culars address, 
J. sDY & CO., Richmond, Indiana. 
WORK AND MONEY, ial eae 


eve 
world. Don’t be idle aday. Particulars free. Sam- 
ple of paper superbly illustrated with choice Moss- 
rose Cross, 10 Cents, J. LATHAM & CO., 419 Wash- 
ington Street, Boston, Mass. 


THE BEST YET. 


Our POPULAR FAMILY BIBLE with 
Fila:-tratest Dictionary. Concordance, 
and other valuable extra matter. Spl-nd d [l- 
fustrations and «mgravenes Elk gant 
Gindings. Extraordinary inducements to good 


Suits. Secreto 
MILLER’S BICLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


Nos. 1iv2 and 1104 Sausem st., Phiiada. 


THE BIBLE ILLUMINATED! 


AGENTS! We have in press, two most RARE 
a ; AND VALUABLE RELIGIOUS WORKS, for 
which we want nts, Circulars with full descrip- 
tion, sent free. Few such chances offer to do good 
and make pga Address, at point. nearest you, 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, ford, 
Ct., Cincinnati, O., or Chicago, Ill. 


Pleasant and Profitable Employment, 
“ Beautiful!” “Charming!” ‘Oh, how iovely! 
“What are they worth,” etc. Such are the excla- 
mations of those who tee the large, elegant new 
chromos produced by the European and 
Chromo Publishing Co. Every one will want 
them. It requires no talking to sell the pictures, 
they k for themselves. Canvassers, agen 

and led es and gentlemen out of employees 

find this vibe, bast 0 ning ever, 0 ie ee 
money. For culars, send stam 

dential circular. Address, F. GLEASON & 00., 
738 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


VOICE OF GOD. 


By REV. ALFRED NEVIN, D.D. 

A new and va uabl- Book of ab-orbing 
interest. containing all the Mi-torie and 
Lereudary 1 ore of the Bible, with accounts 
of its Patriarchs. #rephets, #riests, 
Kings, and Heroes. 80u Royal Octavo 
sages. with numerous handsome - 
gravings. AGENTS WANTs&D. 


MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


No-. 1162 and 1104 Sansom St., Phiiada. 


The GREATEST SELLING CENTENNIAL BOOK is 


(huntey aResources. 


Ric oleh y junilng mastory of 
100 years ane grand in vivid d-scriptious Bd 
all our mighty resources in agric ture, om g 
merce, minerals, manufactures, finances, Buy 
saith ute and cheep” Ample 
etc. b& ust ated an . 

the world’s foremost nation. No 























other book like it OutselJs mere histories iveeD 
one, Agen wanted . Address, 
BROS., 728 Sansom Street, phia. 





